A history of Fall River, Massachusetts for use in the junior high school. by Boylan, Catherine Ann
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1951
A history of Fall River,
Massachusetts for use in the junior
high school.
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/9383
Boston University
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
Major Project 
A HISTORY OF FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS FOR USE IN THE 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Submitted by 
Catherine Ann Boylan 
(A. B.~ Regis College, 1942) 
In partial fulfillment of requirements for 
the degree of Master of Education 
1951 
· :;tor Untvf ..... i+y 
· ·~too! of Educ .. .uiJ(4 
: · r•·uY. ... -· 
=~~~~====~~~,================================== 
First reader; William H. Cartwright, Associate Professor 
of Education. 
Second reader; George W. Denemark, Assistant Professor 
of Education. 
- --===-=---=-- ---
/ 
Acknowledgments 
Due acknowledgment and appreciation are· hereby 
extended to Associate Professor William H. Cartwright, 
Boston University School of Education, for the invaluable 
service and encouragement he has given the writer. 
Equal gratitude is extended to the Misses Welch 
and McDermott, librarians at the Fall River Public Library, 
Mr. David A. J. Burns, Principal of the Henry Lord Junior 
High School, and to the people who so generously gave of 
their time for interviews. 
.. 
1/J 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 
INTRODUCTION • • • • • • • • • • • • 
I. FREETOWN DURING THE COLONIAL PERIOD 
• • • • 
II. 
III. 
IV. 
Activities • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Objective test • • • • • • • ••••• 
• • 
FREETOWN DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD 
1770-1800 • • • • • • • • • • • ••• 
• • 
Activities • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Objective test ••• 
FALL RIVER 1800--1870 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
• • 
• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
Fall River, A Town, 1800--1854 • 
Fall River, A City, 1854--1870 • 
• • • • • 
• • • • • 
Activities • • • • • 
Objective test • • 
F'ALL RIVER TODAY • 
• 
• 
• • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • 
Industry • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • 
Water supply • 
Schools 
Health • 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
• 
• 
Transportation • 
Summary • • • 
Activities • • 
• 
• • 
• 
• 
• • 
• • 
• • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • 
Objective test • 
BIBLIOGRAPHY • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 
PAGE 
v 
1 
26 
30 
36 
44 
45 
49 
49 
65 
83 
89 
98 
98 
103 
104 
107 
108 
110 
111 
124 
129 
l'f 
\ 
INTRODUCTION 
Problem investigated. This is a study of the 
history of Fall River from the time of the Norsemen to the 
present. It has been designed for use in the junior high 
school, preferably on the seventh grade level. 
Importance of the study. Recently our school 
administrators introduced the study of local history into 
the junior high school. Though we have been teaching the 
history of Fall River for several years, the teachers have 
felt the need for added resources. 
In studying our community we found that there was 
not the correct type of material on hand. There have been 
histories of Fall River written but they are not available 
in numbers sufficiently large to supply our classes. Also , 
it would be inconvenient to send our students to the 
Public Library to use these history reference books because 
our school is a considerable distance from the library. 
In addition histories of Fall River are written on the adult 
level and many of them are too difficult for the average 
seventh grade student. 
Organization. The work has been organized into 
four chapters. 
The first deals with the history of Fall River from 
time of the Norsemen through the Colonial Period. 
v 
The second chapter discusses Fall River during the 
Revolutionary years. This chapter is quite short because 
there was very little action in Fall River during that 
t i me . 
The third chap ter which traces the development o1' 
our city from 1800 to 1870, has been divided into two 
s e ctions--Fall River a town (1800-1854), and Fall River a 
city (1854-1870). 
The four t h chapter deals with the problems that 
Fall River faces today. A briefdiscussion of each prob lem 
has been presented, however, ror a full understanding of' 
the situation, its causes, and what is being done to over-
come it, the students must refer to the activities at the 
end of the chapter. 
Footnotes have been inserted only when a direct 
quotation has been used. Because it is expected that this 
will be printed for the use of junior high school students, 
many rei' e rences to original documents or other sources have 
been omitted. 
Activities. Activities have been included at the 
end of each chapter in order to make the work more mean-
ingful to the stud.ents . It is not intended that all the 
a ctivities be c a rried out, rather only those that appeal to 
the students or that will hel p them to better understand 
VI 
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It is intended that the activities be g eared to the 
individual differences of all the students, hence some 
projects are more difficu_lt than others. 
The books, pamphlets, and newspapers mentioned may 
all be f ound at the Public Library or at the agencies 
suggested. 
Objective ~~· At the end of' each chapter there 
is an objective test which is for the teacher and is not to 
be included in the printed pamphlet . These are suggested 
test items and t he teacher may add to them or omit some, 
as she desires. 
VII 
I 
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CHAPT.ER I 
FREETOWN DURING THE COLONIAL PERIOD 
The early explorers. We usually think of the 
Pilgrims as the first people to come to the shores of 
Massachusetts but the Northmen came much earlier. Leif 
Ericson is supposed to have landed on the shores of Mount 
Hope Bay in the year one thousand. About 1008, it is be-
lieved, Thorfinn sailed into Mount Hope Bay and lived in 
the dwellings built by Leif Ericson. Some believe that 
these two men may have left the markings on the Dighton Rock 
but others feel that this assumption is not true. 
Some historians think that lfdguel Corte-Real, a 
Portuguese explorer, entered Narragansett Bay and perhaps 
became a chief of the Wampanoags. Some feel that after his 
death he was honored by a member of his crew who placed the 
inscriptions on the Dighton Rock. 
It is true that in 1524 Joseph Verrazzano, who 
sailed for the country of France, stopped at Block Island 
and then entered Narragansett Bay. He and his group of 
fifty men stopped for about fifteen days and met and talked 
with the Indians. 
Verrazzano left accounts of the Indians as he saw 
them. For example he said: 
_ .. 
"They were the finest looking people and the 
handsomest in their customs that we found on our 
voyage. They exceed us in size and are of a. very 
fair complexion; some of them incline more to the 
white and some are of a. tawny color. Their faces 
are sharp; their hair is long and black, on the 
adornment of which they bestow great care. Their 
eyes are black and keen; their demeanor is gentle 
and attractive •••• The women resemble them in 
size and are very graceful and handsome and quite 
attractive in dress and manners. They ha.d no 
other clothing except a deer skin, ornamented as 
were the skins worn by the men. Some had very 
rich lynx skins upon their arms and wore various 
ornaments upon their heads, braided i~ 1their hair, which hung upon their breasts ."b 
Verrazzano also wrote: 
"We saw their houses, made in circular form, 
ten or twelve paces in compass, covered with mats 
of straw, wraught cunningly together. They live 
long and are seldom sick, and if they chance to 
fall sick at any time, they heal themselves with 
fire, without any pg~sician, and they say they 
die from very age."~ 
The Indians in£££ locality. The Indians in Fall 
River and Tiverton were the Pocassets who were a part of a 
larger tribe, the Wampanoags. The Wampanoags were, in turn, 
a part of the mighty Algonquin tribe. 
The Indians in this section had been very strong 
but were much weaker when the white people arrived. This 
y 
Henry M. Fenner, History of Fall River (Prepared 
under the direction of a. Committee of Prominent Citizens 
appointed by Mayor John T. Coughlin, F. T. Smiley Publish-
ing Company, New York, 1906), p. 1. 
gj 
Hugo A. Dubuque, Fall River Indian Reservation 
(Fall River, Massachusetts, 1907), p. 36. 
2 
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was due to a loss of many of their people because of wars 
with other tribes and also because of a severe epidemic 
(possibly smallpox) which took place about 1616, shortly 
before the Pilgrims arrived at Plymouth. Because of their 
weakened condition the Pocassets had to pay tribute to the 
Narragansetts on the west side of Narragansett Bay. This 
epidemic may have caused Massasoit, who was their chief, to 
have made a treaty of peace with the Plymouth settlers. 
This treaty helped the whites keep other Indians away and 
also helped the Indians against their own enemies. 
Massasoi t, who was the leader of the Wampanoags and 
therefore of the Pocassets, was very friendly to the whites 
and while he lived the white people and the Indians were 
friendly. For example: 
"Massasoi t kindly welcomed our fathers to 
these shores, and always lived on terms of sincere 
friendship with them. He was a remarkable man. 
Though a mere savage -- ignorant of letters, even 
of reading and writing , and though he always re-
sisted every effort to convert him to Chris tianity, 
and died a Pagan -- yet the re was an intrinsic 
dignity and energy in his character which gave him 
unbounded influence ove r his subjects and inferior 
Sacb.ems. "Y 
The English owe very much to Massasoit for if it 
had not been for his help and suggestions the Pilgrims would 
perhaps have perished during their first few years on these 
§_/ 
Reverend Orin Fowler, History of Fall River (Almy 
and Milne, Printers, Fall River, 1862), pp.-g=ro. 
3 
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shores. 
He is familiar to us through the statue erected in 
his honor at Plymouth. The following lines read at the 
dedication of this statue express his feeling toward the 
whites. 
11 Massasoit, OhJ there he stands, 
The pipe of peace within his hand, 
To greet the pilgrim to this land, 
And welcome him with open hand. 11i/' 
At lVIassasoi t 1 s death in 1660 his son, Wamsutta, be-
came leader of the tribe and he treated the white people 
poorly. A few years later he died of fever and the Indians 
always felt that the white people had brought it on by 
poisoning him. 
Weetamoe was a well-known Indian in this section. 
This powerful woman was the squaw sachem of the Pocassets 
whose land included what is now Tiverton and Fall River. 
One of her camps was located near Stone Bridge in Tiverton 
and another in the southern part of Fall River. 
She married the son of Massasoi t, namely Wamsutta, 
and when Massasoit died she became Queen of the Wampanoags. 
W~ssasoit 1 s son, Philip, or as he was sometimes 
called, Metacomet, became the leader of the Wampanoags. He 
!I Allan Forbes, Some Indian Events in New England 
(Vol. I, Printed for the State Street Trust Company of Boston, 
Walton Advertising and Printing Company, Boston, Massachu-
setts, 1934), p. 16. 
4 
could see that the English people were overrunning the 
Indians' hunting grounds and he disliked it very much. King 
Philip was not so friendly or so easy to get along with as 
Massasoit had been. He firmly refused to become a Christian 
and would not allow the Christian missionaries to preach to 
his warriors. He told Roger Williams that he did not care 
any more for his religion than the button on his coat. 
As time went on, he planned to get the aid of all 
the Indian tribes in New England and to wipe out the white 
people completely. This might have happened if the English 
had not found out about his plan from three friendly Indians. 
One of these was John Sausaman, an Indian who had 
been educated by the whites, but who later returned to live 
with his people. He had been Philip's trusted aid; however, 
when something displeased him, he revealed Philip's war 
plans to the English. Thus the Indians had to begin their 
war in June of 1675 before they were fully organized. This 
was fortunate for the English. 
King Philip's War. Some of the fighting in King 
Philip's War went on in Tiverton, Swansea, and Rehoboth but 
not within Fall River itself. One of the first battles was 
fought on July 8, 1675 in the southern section of Tiverton 
where Colonel Church with fifteen white men stood against 
three hundred Indians. This battle was called, "Almy 1 s peas 
5 
field fight, n because it took place in a field of peas .E./ 
Though it lasted for six hours and there were three hundred 
Indians, not one white man was lost. 
Skirmishes were also taking place in most of the 
New England states from Maine to New York. 
Colonel Church, who was in command of the white men, 
had been trying to capture King Philip for some time. 
Gradually as Philip's men were killed or wounded he became 
discouraged and returned to his Mount Hope lands. Finally 
one of his Indians betrayed him and Colonel Church trapped 
him in a swamp near Mount Hope. The shot that killed this 
great leader was not fired by a. white man but by the 
Indian, Alderman, who had joined the whites. Thus he died 
August 12, 1676. His body was brought back to Plymouth and 
his head was on exhibition in Plymouth Colony for sorre years 
to come. 
Weetamoe, though friendly with the English, sided 
with the Indians during King Philip's War. Gradually, as 
Philip was losing his power, she lost her importance because 
her followers were either deserting or being killed. In 
1676 a friendly Indian told the English where she was camped 
and they surprised her. In trying to escape she was drowned 
in the Taunton River in 1676, six days before Philip was 
y 
Reverend Orin Fowler, History of Fall River, p. 13. 
6 
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killed. 
After King Philip's death, Anawan became the chief 
captain of the Indians in this section; however, after only 
a few weeks Colonel Church took him captive. While the 
Colonel was out scouting with only one white man and six 
Indians, he heard that Anawan was in the vicinity and that 
he spent only one night in one place. Church realized that 
if he was going to capture Anawan he would have to do it 
immediately and would not have time to return for help. He 
managed to capture the fierce Indian with his small band 
and Kir~ Philip's Wars came to an end in 1676. The 
Wampanoags, as a tribe, were wiped out and the few remaining 
survivors joined the Penobscot Indians in I~ine. 
At the time that Philip lived, the white people 
thought of him as a great enemy; now, as we look back, we 
realize he was a great statesman and a prince among his 
people. 
We also realize that the white people did not 
always treat the Indian fairly and it was only natural that 
the savages wanted to protect their lands from these un-
wanted people. 
Colonel Benjamin Church. Colonel Benjamin Church lBs 
one of the most daring and bravest leaders among the colonists l 
in the days of King Philip's War. To him is due more than to 1 
- - ---==- -=oo.-=~===== 
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anyone else credit for the final victory over the enemy. He 
lived first at Seaconnet, which is now Little Compton. He 
then moved to Bristol, later to Fall River, and finally back 
to Little Compton. On his tombstone in Little Compton is 
this inscription: 
"Here lieth interred the body of the Honorable 
Colonel Benjamin Church, Esq., who departed 
this life January 17, 1717-18 in the 78th 
year of his age." 
nHigh in esteem among the great he stood, 
His wisdom made him lovely, great and good; 
Though he be said to die, he will survive;~, 
Thro 1 future time his memory shall live." 21 
Praying Indians. The Indians who had become 
Christians and who were friendly to the whites were called 
"praying Indians. n7./ These savages did not join King 
Philip but went on the side of the whites in their fight 
against the natives. These friendly Christian Indians 
probably saved the New England colonists from being killed 
for had they joined King Philip, all the New England 
colonies would probably have been wiped out. 
Indian ways of life. ~be Wampanoags, who lived in 
this section, cultivated corn, beans, squashes, and pumpkins. 
For their wigwams they wove mats of rushes and grasses. 
y 
Reverend Orin Fowler, History of Fall River, p. 19. 
7.1 Hugo A. Dubuque, Fall River Indian Reservation, p. 43. 
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Their cooking utensils were made of stone, clay, shells, and 
bone. Naturally their wardrobe was made of skins of various 
kinds. They could foretell the weather very accurately and 
even had names for the different stars. 
In general, they led a wandering life though they 
did have some permanent settlements. In the summer they 
liked to be near the ponds and shore where they could get 
fish but in the winter they withdrew into the valleys or 
dense swamps where it was warmer. They always lived where 
it was easiest to obtain food. 
They had three big gardens inside of what is today 
Fall River. One was near the Slade's Ferry Bridge, another 
near what is today the Firestone Plant, and a third near 
where the ponds flow into the quequechan River. In choosing 
a garden ~hey usually made sure there was water on one or 
more sides because there would be less fencing in order to 
keep the animals out. They used the herring as food and 
any extra that were caught were set aside to be used as 
fertilizer. When planting time came, the herring were 
dropped in among the seeds and though the Indians planted 
t he poorest of lands and had rude tools, yet they managed 
to get very fair crops. They were very willing to share 
this trick with the white people and, strange as it seems, 
fish is still used today as a fertilizer. 
The Indian women performed most of the heavy work, 
9 
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such as planting and digging clams, while the men spent 
their time hunting and fishing. When an Indian husband was 
asked the reason for this, he said that it was customary for 
the man to go first, carrying his dignity, and for the 
woman to follow him, carrying everything else. 
Game, fish, scallops, oysters, and clams along with 
corn and nuts were their staple foods. Potatoes were 
unknown to them and they had no poultry. 
Their homes were made of woven grass mats which 
were thrown about poles that met at the top. One mat 
covered the top in order to keep out the rain, and another 
covered the entrance, which was about three feet high. 
Their language, which the white people found fairly 
easy to learn, was very difficult to write. Since the 
Indian had no alphabet, their words, which were very long, 
had to be spelled in English syllables to sound right. In 
general, the same language was used by the tribes in 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. 
Indian names. Since we have so many Indian names 
still used in Fall River you may be interested in what some 
of them mean. 
Ana wan "An officer." A Wampanoag, one of King 
Philip's captains. 
Canonicus -- Chief of the Narragansetts. 
1_0 
King Philip -- The English name for Meta.comet. He 
was the youngest son of Massasoit 
and his successor as chief of the 
Wampanoags • 
Massasoi t -- Sachem of the Wampanoags and the 
father of Wamsutta and King Philip. 
Mon-top or Mont-haup --"The Head", Indian name 
for Mount Hope. 
Pocasset Territory-- What is now Fall River, 
Tiverton, Somerset, and Swansea. 
Quequechan -- "It leaps'', Indian name for the 
stream -- Fall River -- meaning falling 
water, or quick running water. 
Sagamore -- If A leader", title of an Indian chief. 
Sagkonate Indian name for what is now Little 
Compton. 
Wamsutta -- called Alexander in English. He was 
the son of Massasoit. 
Watuppa --means "Place of boats". 
Weetamoe -- "Wise, shrewd, cunning". ~~der of the 
Pocasset Tribe at one time.~ 
Purchases of Fall River. Historians do not agree as 
to whether there were any white settlers in this section 
before the outbreak of King Philip's War in 1676. Some 
authors believe that there were settlers living here but 
tbat these white men were forced to flee for safety during 
§I 
Massachusetts Tercentenary (Compiled by the 
Tercentenary Committee of Fall River, Munroe Press, F'all 
River, Massachusetts, 1930), pp. 15-16. 
--·- ---
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the war. It is known that the English had a title to a good 
deal of the land that is now Fall River as early as 1659. 
However, some historians feel that it was not settled before 
King Philip 1 s War in 1676. 
The story is told that Wamsutta was in debt to a 
John Barnes of Plymouth. In order to settle the debt 
Wamsutta agreed to give John Barnes and twenty-six men from 
Plymouth a fairly large tract of land. The deed was signed 
on July 3, 1659 and the land was known as Freeman's Purchase. 
This purchase was not Fall River as it is today but extended 
from the Quequechan River north to the northern boundary of 
Freetown and from the Taunton River east for eight or nine 
miles. 
The English did not just take the land from the 
Indians but did give them something for it including: 
twenty coats 
two rugs 
two iron pots 
two kettles 
one small kettle 
eight pairs of shoes 
six pairs of stockings 
two yards of broadcloth 
one dozen hatchets 
1.2 
---==== 
one dozen hoseY 
Wamsutta's wife, who was Weetamoe , was not sati sfied to sell 
the land for these items so they offered her more includi ng: 
twenty yards of blue cloth 
two pairs of stockings 
two yards of red cotton cloth 
six hoes 
one ax 
t wo pairs of shoes121 
The deed of the Freeman 's Pur chase was g iven to 
Capta in James Cudworth, Josiah Winslow, and others by 
M.assasoi t, Wamsutta (his son) and Weetamoe (wife of 
Wamsutta). It was signed by Wamsutta and Weetamoe in the 
presence of Jonathan Bridg, Thomas Cooke, and John Sassamon 
on April 2, 1659. 
It has been said by some people that our forefathers 
did not pay the Indians fairly for all the land bought from 
them and that we took advantage of their simplicity. How-
ever, we feel that we paid the Indians the kind of wampum 
that was most welcome and most valuable to them. At that 
time tools to work with, iron kettles instead of clay or 
stone containers, and clothing to keep them warm were con-
w 
Henry M. Fenner, History of Fall River, p. 5. 
1Q/ 
Ibid., P• 5. 
1.3 
sidered wonderful by the Indian. A knife or hatchet 
could change his way of doing almost everything and a 
. 
blanket made an entire wardrobe for him. The Indians thought 
that they were getting the better part of the bargain and 
that there would be plenty of room for the white men and 
themselves in this country because they had no idea of the 
great numbers of white men that were to come. Neither did 
.they believe that they were selling the land outright to the 
English but thought that they were giving them the right to 
live on it (joint occupancy). 
The white men who arranged to buy Freetown from the 
Indians came from Plymouth Colony; thus the first purchasers 
of Quequechan were descendants of the "Mayflower" Pilgrims. 
At the time of the Freeman's Purchase other men 
were purchasing land along the New England shores and 
naming their towns after towns they had known in England. 
Our descendants showed their American independence when they 
called theirs "Freeman's Purchase." 
The people came for different purposes: 
"The purpose of the majority of newcomers, so 
far as research has discovered for us, was to seek 
freedom from tyranny in the worship of God, to build 
their homes, to lay the stone walls, a few of which 
remain near the f .ounda tions of old dwellings, to con-
struct their mills along the f~~ers, to launch their 
boats, to fish and to trade."!!! 
w Frank w. Hutt, History of Bristol County, Vol. I 
(Lewis Historical Publishing Company, New York, 1924), pp. 
305-306. 
1_4 
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The pioneers that settled Fall River hoped that 
day the little village would grow into a strong city. They 
felt that it had great hopes with Mount Hope Bay, the 
Taunton River and the Quequechan River so near together. 
They also realized that it had beauty as well as prospects. 
"From the top of the hill, as well as from 
other elevated points above the Taunton River 
and the Bay, the scene is full of native loveli-
ness. The Watuppa Ponds still retaining their 
Indian title, are near at hand and surrounded 
with charming scenery, while to the westward, 
bay and river and distant lands¥~~e unite to 
form a picture of rare beauty."~ 
The Freeman's Purchase which started at the 
Quequechan River and went as far as the northern boundary of 
Freetown was divided among the twenty-six purchasers. It 
was divided into twenty-six lots each with one hundred rods 
frontage on the Taunton River and they extended to the east 
about four miles. Thirteen of the lots fell into what is 
now the northern part of Fall River. To be fair, the 
twenty-six purchasers drew for lots. 
Matthew Boomer is believed to have been the first 
person to settle here, in the year 1676. He built a house 
on the Main Road opposite Brownell Street. The ~~in Road 
then followed much the same course as Main Street does today. 
w Alanson Borden, compiler, Bristol County, 
Massachusetts (Prepared and published under the auspices of 
the Fall River News and the Taunton Gazette, The Boston 
History Company, Publishers, 1899), p. 437. 
\ 
1.5 
John Read of Newport built in 1686 where Saint Joseph's 
Church is today. Samue 1 Gardner, who was town clerk for a 
number of years, later bought what is Gardner's Neck in 
South Swansea. 
In the early writings the narm Fall River is used 
but it refers to the stream and not to the town near it. 
The town was called Freetown. "In July 1683 the people 
living on Freeman's land at the Fall River shall be a Town-
ship and henceforth be called by the narre of Freetown. rrW 
A large rock stood at the corner of N~in Road and 
Bedford Street and for some time this was the boundary be-
tween Fall River and Tiverton. It was at this 'point that 
travelers to New Bedford would turn off to the east. Main 
Road and Bedford Street generally followed the old Indian 
trails with only a few slight changes. 
Later land called the Pocasset Purchase was bought 
from the Indians. This tract of land ran from the 
Quequechan River south to the towns of Dartmouth and 
Seaconnet. At first it was called the Pocasset Purchase 
but was later referred to as Tiverton; thus Tiverton used to 
include all of Fall River south of the Quequechan River. 
ID Ebenezar w. Peirce, Indian History, Biography 
and Genealogy (Published by Zerviah Gould Mitchell, North 
Abinton, Massachusetts, 1878), p. 243. 
1.6 
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This Purchase was likewise divided among the buyers 
but a strip thirty rods wide next to the Quequechan River 
was to be owned in common. The land was cut into lots 
which extended from the Bay one mile eastward to Eight Rod 
Way, or what is now called Plymouth Avenue. It is rather 
interesting to notice that since the lots were to be one 
mile in from the shore, and since the shore of the Taunton 
River is not even, Plymouth Avenue is not a straight street 
but bends here and there to follow the line one mile in from 
the shore. Plymouth Avenue as a street was laid out as 
early as 1696. 
A few years later, more of the Pocasset Purchase 
(around Plymouth Avenue, the Quequechan River, and the 
Wattupa Pond) was divided among settlers. A third division 
of more of this Purchase in 1697 divided into lots what is 
today the Flin t . 
Though the original deed of the Freew~n's Purchase 
has been lost, the original deed of the Pocasset Purchase 
has been kept by the farruly of Cook Borden. 
Important citizens. If you had been living during 
the early days of Freetown as it was called (now Fall River) 
the names of your friends would perhaps have been these: 
Boomer, Read, Church, Durfee, Brayton, Bowen, Dwelly, Davis, 
Cook, Morton, and Brightman, because those were the names of 
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some of the first settlers in this section. 
In 1750 Benjamin Church built a home at the corner 
of June and French Streets and it is still standing today. 
A man by the name of Thomas Durfee owned all the 
land from Elm Street (near the Library) north to Turner 
Street and from the Taunton River east to the ponds. He 
lived on the Main Road, not too far from where the Court-
house is today, and during his lifetime he entertained 
many distinguished guests. Lafayette of France was once 
his guest and when he returned home he sent Mr. Durfee two 
French hounds. This residence is still standing and being 
used today though it is not in its original location. You 
will find it now near the corner of Cherry and Danforth 
Streets. 
Control of the water power. The people were quick to 
realize the value of the water power of the Quequechan River 
and a tract of land thirty rods wide on the south side of 
the stream was set aside and was known as the mill lot. It 
was later sold to Benjamin Church and his brother, Caleb. 
(This Benjamin Church is the same one of whom we read pre-
viously as a captain during King Philip's War.) They 
erected a sawmill on the stream before 1691. Benjamin later 
bought his brother's share of the land and added to his 
property a gristmill and a fulling mill. The latter was a 
l!l " :18 
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mill that cleaned and prepared the farmer's wool so it 
could be spun by the women. In 1714 Benjamin Church sold 
all his · land on the south side of the ~uequechan River to 
Richard and Joseph Borden. Since these Borden Brothers 
already owned all the land on the north side of the stream, 
the control of the water power of the Quequechan River now 
passed into the bands of the Borden family. This perhaps 
accounts for the fact that the Borden family bas been one 
of the wealthiest families of Fall River over a period of 
years. At the time of this purchase, however, the center 
of Freeman's Purchase, or Freetown, was not at the 
Quequechan River, as it is today, but at the northern 
boundary of Fall River near Mother's Brook. 
Boundary question. Over a long period of time there 
had been disputes concerning the boundary line between 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. It was decided in 1700 
that the big rock at the corner of Bedford Street and Main 
Road was to be the dividing line between Tiverton and 
Freetown. At this time Tiverton and Little Compton were 
to belong to Massachusetts. This was accepted until 1740 
when Rhode Island asked the King of England to reconsider 
li the boundary question. 
:I 
Since he wanted to lessen the power 
of Massachusetts, he gave Tiverton and Little Compton to 
l1 Rhode Island in 1746. 
~~1 __ ,= 
After a few years, the question was 
II 
brought up again and the boundary was placed just south of 
Spring Street. This continued to be a source of trouble 
between the two states for many years until the United 
States Supreme Court finally settled the question in 1862. 
Life of the colonial period in Fall River. The 
people who first settled here were ~uakers from Rhode 
Island, Plymouth, and a few from Boston. They were well 
educated for their time, though a few had to sign their 
name by an "X". The Quakers were strong believers in 
education but they condemned slavery and treated their 
servants, whether they were Negro or white, very well. 
It is interesting to notice that in 1780 the State Constitu-
tion of Massachusetts condemned slavery. 
They did not have the conveniences that we have to-
day but the landowners were almost independent. With the 
fish and game that they could add to their own cattle, 
poultry, and vegetables, the farmer had a generous table. 
They may not have had some of our delicacies but turkey, 
which makes our mouths water, was an everyday meal to them. 
They had orcbards and were able to make their own cider in 
autumn. About the only products which they bad to buy were 
tea, coffee, spices, sugar, and molasses • . 
The hides of cattle and sheep were tanned by the 
tanner and kept until the shoemaker made his yearly visit 
I 
I 
I 
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and made enough shoes to last the family until his next 
visit. The people also provided their own clothes made 
from the wool of sheep which was spun, dyed, and woven into 
cloth. 
There was a great deal of timber for building and 
it was used so generously that it would bankrupt a builder 
today. The size of the beams and rafters was tremendous 
but the houses were made to last. 
The furniture which they used was made by traveling 
cabinetmakers and is exactly what is collected today by 
antique lovers. The high posted beds, dressers, and chests 
were as much a part of a bride's outfit as her linens are 
today. 
Families were large, many with ten to twelve 
children. Families of seventeen were known too. The reason 
for such large families was that labor was scarce and the 
country needed the younger generation for its development. 
Stocks which were popular in colonial days were 
built here in 1690 to punish wrongdoers. Around 1750, how-
ever, they were taken down. 
Religion. Though it was a state law to have a 
minister, the townspeople had no steady one for many years. 
In 1703 Mr. Robert Durfee was chosen "to bring in a man in to 
town, to educate and instruct children in reading, and 
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disp ensing the Gospel to the town's acceptance."1.1/ A 
Mr. Way was p rocured but did not remain long and after ask-
ing the town selectman to serve as their minister, they 
finally asked the Governor to aid them in finding a preacher. 
Another was hired in 1711 but the townspeople dismissed him 
because "they thought it contrary to the Gospel 1'or a 
mi ni s t e r to have a salary."l§/ 
Finally in 1747 a Reverend Silas Brett was obta ined, 
and he compromised with the townspeople. He 11 didn 1 t ask 
for a salary but enough to support him by free will oi'1'er-
i n g s of· the people. 11 16/ 
In 1?14 the Quakers built a meetinghouse; however, 
t h e law said t hat each town must have a Cong regational 
minister. This law was the cause of' discussions at many 
town meetings. 
Early education. We do not know very much about the 
sch ool s o1' the Colonial Period but we do know t11e children 
g ot i ns truction in reading , writing, and arithmetic.l7/ Yne 
fathers f elt that educating their children was a solemn 
relig ious duty . 
13/Reverend Orin F owler, History of Fall River, p. 3 9 . 
w Ibid., p. 4 0 . 
16;-
- Ibid., p. 43. 
~
Henry M. Fenner, History of~ River, p. 18. 
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Towns of fifty families had to have a public school. 
If there were one hundred families the school had to be such 
that it could prepare the boys for Harvard. 
The Quakers here were very much interested in educa-
tion and they set up schools of their own. The Quaker 
children were taught by women at the homes of different 
members. 
As you have read, in 1702 Robert Durfee was told 
to get a man to teach the Gospel, reading, and writing. 
This practice of having a minister as both a preacher and a 
teacher was common in the colonies. Various teachers were 
hired .but none stayed very long. One man who was hired had 
his year divided into three parts. The first third he was 
to teach in the north end and the other two periods of the 
year he was to teach in different sections of the town. 
The town did hire teachers and attempt to teach the 
children but the schools were few and the town often had to 
be reminded by the court that they did not have a school-
master. 
In 1722 it was decided to build a schoolhouse in 
each half of the town. Later, one eighteen by fourteen feet 
was built. This would be the size of a very small house to-
day. You can imagine how different the schools of those 
days must have been from our present ones. 
Inside, opposite the teacher's desk, was a large 
fireplace well supplied with great logs. Around the outside 
of the room were benches for the pupils but the older 
students were given rough desks. There were no drawers, or 
cupboards for books, slates, and other supplies. The 
teacher's desk was high and made of pine boards. The 
windows which were small did not have shades nor were there 
any maps or pictures. 
The students were expected to study reading, 
writing, and arithmetic. The Bible was the favorite book 
for reading. Penmanship was the subject in which the 
children took great pride and you were considered a good 
student if you could write well. The schoolmaster had to 
make copies of penmanship which the students were to follow 
and he was also expected to mend the goose-quill pens. 
Arithmetic and spelling had to be mastered but history, 
geog raphy, and some of the other subjects we consider 
important today received but little attention. 
Transportation. The well-to-do farmers here 
usually owned their own ships which they built in the woods 
and transported to the shore. This enabled them to visit 
Boston, Newport, and even further points. 
There were two main wharves -- one where the 
Staples Coal Company is today and another at the Slade's 
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Ferry. Several of the farms further up the river had them 
also. 
William Slade, who settled in Somerset, established 
a ferry across the Taunton River in 1623. This business 
passed down through the Slade family for many years and 
the present bridge now bears this name. For his first 
ferry Slade used rowboats, later sailboats, but the horses 
belonging to the passengers had to swim the river. Later 
a larger boat propelled by horses was used. 
At the Narrows the land jutted out into the water 
but no bridge was built until 1826. One could cross only 
when the water was shallow by jumping from rock to rock or 
by wading. 
25 
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Suggested Activities for Chapter I 
1. Committee work. Let the whole class act as a 
committee to prepare a "Hall of Fame 11 of men important in 
Fall River's history. This will consist of brief illus-
trated biographical sketches to be included in a booklet 
entitled "Hall of Fame". 
In order that the necessary planning be done, it 
may be well for the class to elect a subcommittee of three. 
This committee would choose the men to be studied and 
assign one name to each member of the class. They would 
also prepare an appropriate cover for the booklet. 
2• Map. On an outline map of Narragansett Bay 
show the possible routes and landings made by the Norsemen 
and Verrazzano. Use pictures and different colors to 
distinguish between the two. 
3. Map. Draw a map showing the extent of Freetown 
in the Colonial Period. Show the Freeman's Purchase, the 
Pocasset Purchase, and the Mill Lot. 
4. Scene of colonial life. Get a pasteboard carton. 
Turn it sideways, open side facing you. In it build a 
scene to show some view of either Indian life or life in 
Freetown. Color or paint scenery to paste inside the box. 
If possible, dress dolls and make articles to carry out 
the idea you wish to show. Write a clear statement of the 
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idea expressed by the scene and paste the statement on top 
of the box. 
This is a group activity. If the entire class 
wishes to work on it each pupil may make one item. 
5. Something to make. Try to make out of clay, 
twigs, and toothpicks some Indian equipment or an Indian 
village. If possible, make clay figures of Indian men and 
women. The following books may be of help: 
a. Hyatt, Verrill, Our Indians, pp. 249-270. 
b. Solomon, J. H., The Book of Indian Crafts 
and Indian Lore. 
6. A letter. Write a letter such as you might 
have written from here in colonial Freetown to your English 
or Dutch cousin. Describe your school, your home, and 
your amusements. 
In E. M. Tappan, Letters From Colonial Children, 
you might find samples of the kinds of letters which 
colonial children might have written. 
7. Colonial diary. Imagine yourself a settler in 
the Freeman's or Pocasset Purchase. Write an imaginary 
diary of your experience~. Include some information about 
your work, school, amusements, hardships, or other items 
of interest. 
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8. Our modern Indians. Write a written report on 
how and where our Indians are living now. Three good 
re£erences are these: 
a. The World Book, Vol. x. 
b. Drake, F. s. ~ Indian History For Young Folks 1 
Chapter, XXV. 
c. Saymour, F. W., The Indians Today. 
9. A class excursion. Plan an excursion to the 
Fall River Historical Society on Rock Street. Have a list 
prepared of the items that you especially want to see. 
10. Bicycle trip. Travel by bicycle to Mount Hope 
and copy the inscription on the boulder monument which 
marks the spot where King Philip was killed. Report to the 
class what you saw. 
11. ! comparison. Compare your life in Fall River 
today with that of colonial times. Compare it in regard 
to occupations, schools, churches, and a~usements. 
12. ~ comparison. Compare the size of the £irst 
school in Fall River with your classroom. 
13. Picture. Draw a picture o£ a Viking ship that 
might have been used by the Norsemen who first visited 
Narragansett Bay. Color in. You might like to arrange 
your picture on a chart to show how the Viking ship 
compared with the ocean liners o£ today. 
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14. Picture. Draw a picture to show the debt the 
white men of Freetown owed to the Indians. 
15. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon showing Wamsutta and 
Weetamoe selling the Freeman's Purchase to the white men. 
Have a good title. The cartoon should express the idea 
without too many words. 
16. A class survey. Find the various nationalities 
represented in your class. Which are the same as those 
found in the original town of Freetown? Which are not? 
If you can find someone whose ancestors came to America on 
the Mayflower, or soon afterward, ask him to find out all 
he can about it and report to the class. 
17. Class museum. Gather objects similar to those 
that might have been used here in Freetown in colonial 
times. Arrange an exhibit for your class. 
18. Pageant. To celebrate the Massachusetts 
Tercentenary in 1930, the '' Pageant of Quequechan11 was given 
at the South Park. You might like to act out in class 
Episodes I-IV. It was written by Ethel K. Fuller and 
printed in Massachusetts Tercentenary, 1630-1930. This 
book may be found at the Fall River Public Library. 
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Suggested Test Items £££ Chapter I 
.Multiple Choice Questions 
Directions: In each of the following there is one 
statement which will complete the sentence 
correctly. Place a check mark next to the 
letter of that statement. 
1. The Fall River Indians were called 
a. Penobscots. 
j b. Poc.assets. 
c. Narragansetts. 
d. Quequechans. 
2. The most friendly of the Indian chiefs was 
a. King Philip. 
b. Wamsutta. 
c. Metacomet. 
I d. Massasoit. 
3. As far as we know the first white man to enter 
Narragansett Bay was 
I a. Joseph Verrazzano. 
b. Benjamin Church. 
c. Roger Williams. 
d. Christopher Columbus. 
4. The Wampanoag Indians did not eat 
a. squash. 
b. corn. 
c. beans. 
I d. potatoes. 
5. The Indian name for falling water is 
a. Watuppa. 
I b. Q.uequechan. 
c. Weetamoe. 
d. Sagkonate. 
6. The name of the most famous of the Indian women was 
a. Wamsutta. 
b. Anawan. 
I c. Weetamoe. 
d. Sagamore. 
7. The first white people to buy land in Fall River came 
from 
I a. Plymouth. 
b. France. 
c. Mount Hope! 
d. Block Island. 
8. For fertilizer the Indians used 
a. clams. 
I b. herring. 
c. flatfish. 
d. oysters. 
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9. The first white settlers in Fall River cal led their town 
a. Fall River. 
b. Quequechan. 
c.. "Falling Water". 
I d. Freemanta Purchase. 
10. Tbe Borden family became rich because of its 
a. prosperous trade with the Indians. 
I b. control of the water power. 
c. gifts from Lai'ayette . 
d . sale of land t o Benj amin Church. 
11. The dispute over the boundary l ine between Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island was finally settled by the 
a. Massachusetts General Court . 
b. King of Engl and . 
c. President of the United States . 
I d. United stat es Supreme Court . 
12. Tho early state laws said that each town must have a 
I a . Congregational minister . 
b. Quaker meeting house . 
c . Baptist minister . 
d. Baptist church. 
13.. In the f'irst schools the students had to master 
a. history. 
b . geography. 
I c . writing . 
d . civics . 
=~=--= ~-==-== 
32 
- J;O===-===-
I 
i 
====·=J-c_ 
14. King Philip was the ruler who 
a. settled the dispute over the boundary between 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
b. made war against the Indians. 
I c. led the Wampanoags. 
d. first gave land to the early settlers of 
Fall River. 
1
1 15. The Indians tried to have water on more than one side 
of their gardens because it 
II 
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I a. meant less fencing. 
b. kept the land moist. 
c. was easy to water the garden. 
d. was easier to ship the goods across the river. 
16. We feel we paid fairly for the land we bought from the 
Indians because we gave them 
a. money. 
b. items that were of value. 
c. items that would be of great value today. 
I d. the items that were of most value to them. 
·33 
--=---=----==--= ===='= 
Completion Questions 
Directions: Form complete sentences by £illing in the blanks 
below with the .correct words. More than one 
word may be necessary. 
1. The Indian War that took place in this section was 
called King Philip's War • 
2. Captain Church and his men killed one of the great 
Indian leaders near _____ M_o_u_n_t _ H __ o_E_e _______ • 
3. Captain Church's tomb may be seen today in the town of 
Little Compton • 
4. The "praying Indians" were Indians who had become 
----~C_hr~i~s~t~~~·a_n _ s _______ • 
5. The tract of land from the Quequechan River north to 
the northern boundary o£ Fr.eetown was known as the 
Freeman's Purchase. 
6. The first settler in Fall River was said to be 
Matthew Boomer • 
--~-----------------
7. The tract of land £rom the Quequechan River south to 
the towns of Dartmouth and Seaconnet was called the 
Pocasset Purchase. 
8. Control of the water power of the Quequechan River 
passed into the hands of the Borden family. 
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Matching Question 
Directions: You are to match the items in the right column 
with the items which correspond to them in the 
left column. Take the numbers of these items 
in the right column and place them next to the 
items they match in the left column. 
7 1. The stream. 1. Lafayette. 
6 2. Valuable deed. 2. William Slade. 
9 3. House at the corner of 3. The Congregationalists. 
June and French 
Streets. 
1 4. Two dogs. 4. Verrazzano. 
8 5. Believed in education. 5. A Congregational 
minister. 
5 6. Required by law. 6. Cook Borden. 
2 7. Ferry. 7. Fall River. 
8. The Quakers. 
9. Benjamin Church. 
CHAPTER II 
FREETOWN DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY rERIOD 
1770 - 1800 
Tories and Patriots. If you had lived here in 
Freetown just before the Revolution, you would have known 
many people who were Tories; that is, who were on the side 
of the English. At a town meeting in January 1774, they 
even disapproved of Boston's allowing the English tea to 
be destroyed in its harbor. The Tories said Boston should 
never have allowed such a thing to happen and they did not 
want it to happen again. 
They stated the town of Freetown, "Abhorred, 
detested, and forever bore testimony against such acts 
as riotous and mobbish proceedings." w 
The people did this because they were loyal to the 
King of England and they felt he would be very angry with 
the colonies after the Boston Tea Party. In the southern 
and eastern sections of Freetown the people were mostly 
ttpatriots"; that is, on the American side, but in Assonet 
there were many Tories. 
ow 
Henry M. Fenner, compiler, History of Fall River, 
Massachusetts (Compiled for the Cotton Centennial under the 
direction of the Historical Committee of the Merchants 
Association, Fall River Merchants Association, 1911), p. 14. 
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A change of feeling. By the end of the summer of 
· 1774 many of the people of Freetown had changed their minds. 
It was decided that all the towns around here should send 
representatives to meet at the Taunton Courthouse to talk 
over the situation and to decide what should be done. 
Some of the men who attended had names which you still 
hear in Fall River such as Hathaway, Turner, Gilbert, 
Morton, and Durfee. 
On September 28, 1774 these representatives decided 
that the English parliament was passing measures that were 
against the law and that they would oppose them. 
If you were a young man on April 19, 1775, you 
might have been one of the thirty-one soldiers under 
Captain Levi Rounsaville who answered the alarm that the 
redcoats were approaching Lexington. Some of the men who 
fought there were named Morton, White, Pierce, and Clark. 
The next month the people of Freetown voted money 
to care for the families· of poor soldiers and our govern-
ment has done this ever since during wartime. 
The following year a committee of inspection and 
sai'ety was elected and the members decided to have boats 
built, "To cross the river in, if our enemies• should attack 
19/ 
our friends on the opposite shore." 
w 
Henry M. Fenner, History of ~ River, 
Massachusetts, Cotton Centennial, p. 14. 
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At a town meeting on July 15, 1776 it was decided 
by the people of Freetown that they were ready to break 
away from England and that they were in favor of the 
Declaration of Independence. 
"We are ready with our lives and our fortunes to 
support the General Congress in declaring the United 
American colonies free and independent of Great 
Britain."W 
Action in Fall River and its vicinity. Since there 
were not very many people living in Freetown, there was 
no important reason why the British should try to take 
this section; nevertheless, those living along the shore 
of what is Fall River and Tiverton were in constant danger 
from raiding parties. This was due to the fact that the 
British were holding what is today Newport, and they were 
continually attacking the towns along the Bay, including 
Freetown. 
Colonel Joseph Durfee, who had served with other 
Freetown men in the battle of White Plains in New York, 
had returned home in 1776. He then spent a good deal of 
time trying to push the English out of Newport. In 1777 
he asked permission to for.m a home guard and it was granted 
to him. At once he called for volunteers and set up 
0@1 
Frank W. Hutt, History of Bristol County, Vol. I 
(Lewis Historical Publishing Company, New York, 1924), 
p ~ 316. 
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headquarters in a store on the shore near which the 
Firestone Plant is today. It was here that the men en-
listed, answered roll call, and served as sentinels to 
give the alarm in case the British should advance from the 
Bay. 
The rule was that if the sentry saw a boat approach-
ing he was to hail it three times, and if he received no 
answer he was to fire at it. Samuel Reed, who was on duty 
the night of May 25 1 1778, hailed the boats he saw but 
received no answer and he fired on them. Immediately the 
entire neighborhood was up in arms. 
Colonel Durfee stationed guards behind stone walls 
and kept up a constant fire on the British as they landed 
and advanced up what is today Pocasset Street. As the 
Americans retreated, two guards were sent to remove all 
planks which had been laid across the Quequechan River as 
footbridges on which the people might cross. This was to 
make it as difficult as possible for the enemy to advance 
up the hill. 
The Americans took a stand and gave battle at the 
spot where the City Hall now stands. The English, who 
had about one hundred and fifty men under. Major Ayres, 
were so roughly handled that they retreated leaving one 
dead, another dying, and carrying the wounded away with 
them. 
11 
I 
11 Even as the English pulled away from the shore, the 
Americans kept up their fire until the English ordered 
Mr. Borden, an elderly prisoner they had taken, to stand 
up i n the boat and they hoped his comDades on the shore 
would recognize him and stop firing. He refused. He also 
refused to answer any questions asked him and the British 
finally dismissed him since he was of no use to them. 
In 1899, in memory of this event, the Quequechan 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution placed 
a bronze tablet on the southwest corner of City Hall where 
it still may be seen. 
A great deal of praise is due to the defenders of 
Fall River in that they met and pushed back a group of 
soldiers five times as large as they were. Also not one 
of the American men was killed or wounded. 
The graves of many of the Revolutionary soldiers 
have been marked by the Sons of the American Revolution, 
and you may visit them today if you wish. In the 
North Burying Ground you will find the graves of 
Colonel Joseph Durfee, Thomas Durfee, and Robert Irving. 
At the Oak Grove Cemetery you will find the graves of 
Ephraim Boomer, Elisha Caswell, and Benjamin Peck. At the 
North Steep Brook Cemetery are the remains of 
Captain Simmonds and Benjamin Weaver. 
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After the Battle of Fall River, Colonel Durfee 
again crossed into Rhode Island to aid in trying to drive 
the British from Newport. He spent the night at Butts Hill 
and advanced on Newport the next day but was forced to 
retreat as far as Quaker Hill where a strong battle was 
fought. 
Colonel Durfee said the winter of 1779 was the 
coldest he had ever remembered. nThe river and bay was 
frozen over so thick that people with loaded teams passed 
w 
all the way from Fall River to Newport on the ice." 
Loyalists. The Tories in this section were mostly 
the older, more wealthy people. They were so used to 
living under the King they were a little afraid to give 
their allegiance to a new government. 
Many who had been Tories, such as Captain Barnaby 
and Captain Rounsaville, later changed their minds and 
became great fighters for the Patriotic cause. 
Captain Rounsaville was in command of the Minutemen from 
Freetown who went to Lexington. 
Colonel Thomas Gilbert was a prominent Tory who 
lived in Assonet. He was one of the committee who thought 
21/ 
Hamilton D. Hurd, History of Bristol County, 
Massachusetts (Lewis and Company, Philadelphia, 1883), 
p. 314. 
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the Boston Tea Party was disgraceful. In 1775 by order 
of the British leader, General Gage, he stored a great 
deal of war material and organized three hundred men in 
Bristol County to stop any uprising that might spring up. 
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He was later attacked by two hundred Patriots, but 
before they arrived he heard of their coming and fled to 
Nova Scotia where he remained. His property in Freetown 
was taken by the government. 
Revolutionary landmarks. Butts Hill Fort and 
Barton's Hill Fort were famous during the Revolutionary 
Period. Butts Hill Fort may be seen by driving through 
Tiverton to Portsmouth and taking the right turn toward 
Bristol Ferry. A sign marks the fort which is just off 
the main road. This stronghold is said to be one of the 
best preserved forts of the Revolutionary War. 
Fort Barton, which was in Tiverton, no longer 
exists. It was at this fort that Daniel Page served. 
He was the only male survivor of the Pocasset Indians and 
he fought well for the Americans against the British. 
He is given credit for surprising and capturing a British 
colonel in Portsmouth. 
The old Church House which is located at the 
corner of French and June Streets was built before the 
Revolutionary War and is said to be the oldest house 
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now in Fall River. During the Revolution it was the home Il
l 
I or Charles Church. The story is told that Mr. Church was 
a Tory and that from the roof of his house he was able by 
using beacons and lights to signal his fellow-Tories in 
Taunton. During the Revolution he was forced to flee to 
Canada and the government took his home. The house was 
later bought back by Mr. Church's family but it has since 
been owned by different people. Mr. Lincoln is the 
present owner. 
The Lafayette House which was mentioned previously 
was famous during the Revolutionary War and was supposed 
to have been visited by Lafayette. At that time the house 
was where the Courthouse now stands on North Main Street. 
Later it was moved to a site near the Telephone Company 
and now it is located at ninety-rour Cherry street. 
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Suggested Activities for Chapter II 
1. Cartoon. If you like to draw, make a cartoon 
which would show the feelings of the Freetown Tories 
(perhaps Mr. Gilbert or Mr. Charles Church) during the 
Revolutionary War. 
2. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon to show the British 
attack on Freetown or Fall River. 
3. Diary. Imagine you are a young boy whose 
parents settled in Freetown. Write several paragraphs 
which might have appeared in your diary about events which 
seem important to you. Date the selections and name the 
diary. 
4. Letter. Write a letter to a friend imagining 
you are fighting in the Revolutionary War in this section 
under Colonel Durfee. 
5. Local history. Write an article which might 
have appeared in a colonial newspaper describing 
Fall River's part in the American Revolution. 
6. Committee work. Continue to work on the 
"Hall of Fame". For instructions see activity number one 
at the end of Chapter One. 
7. Pageant. To celebrate the Massachusetts 
Tercentenary in 1930 the "Pageant of Quequechan" was 
given at the South Park. You might like to act out in 
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class Episode V, the Revolutionary scene. It is printed 
in Massachusetts Tercentenary, 1630-1930, by Ethel K. Fuller, 
found in the Fall River Public Library. 
Suggested Test Items for Chapter II 
Multiple Choice Questions 
Directions: In each of the following there is one 
statement which will complete the sentence 
correctly. Place a check mark next to the 
letter of that statement. 
1. The Tories of Freetown 
a. threw the English tea into the harbor. 
I b. were on the English side. 
c. were not afraid of the King of England. 
d. were mostly poor people. 
2. Freetown was in danger because 
I a. the British sent raiding parties from Newport. 
b. there were too many people living in the town. 
c. it was the headquarters of the American Navy. 
d. the British thought it was an important town 
to capture. 
3. The Freetown soldiers 
a. were defeated by the British. 
I b. drove the British away. 
c. were taken prisoners by the British. 
d. were five times as numerous as the British 
soldiers. 
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4. The man who led the Freetown soldiers in the battle of 
Fall River was 
I a. Joseph Durfee. 
b. Captain Benjamin Church. 
c. Major Ayres. 
d. Colonel Thomas Gilbert. 
5. The battle between the British and the Americans took 
place 
I a. where the City Hall now stands. 
b. where the Firestone Plant now stands. 
c. in the North Burying Ground. 
d. at Butts Hill Fort. 
6. Fort Barton is located in 
a. Fall River. 
b. Portsmouth. 
I c. Tiverton. 
d. Newport. 
7. The oldest house in Fall River is 
I a. located at French and June Streets. 
b. located at ninety-four Cherry Street. 
c. the Lafayette House. 
d. near the Courthouse on North Main Street. 
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I 8. The man who was first on the English side, but later I . led the Minutemen of Freetown in the battle of Lexington 
·I was 
I a. Captain Barnaby. 
b. Captain Thomas Gilbert. 
c. Major Ayres. 
I d. Captain Rounseville. 
9. The town of Assonet was considered mostly 
a. patriotic. 
b. the same as Freetown. 
I c. tory. 
d. neither. 
I 10. A committee of inspection and safety decided to 
a. inspect all homes in order to find Tories. 
I b. have boats built in order to be ready to cross 
the river. 
c. search any person who entered the town. 
d. teach the people what they should do in time · 
of war. 
11. In the battle of Fall River the Americans lost 
a. many men. 
b. a fair number of men. 
c. rather heavily. 
I d. no men. 
li 
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12. The graves of the Revolutionary heroes are 
I a. in various cemeteries. 
b. all at the Oak Grove Cemetery. 
c. all at the North Burying Ground. 
d. all at the Steep Brook Cemetery. 
Completion Questions 
Directions: Form complete sentences by filling in the 
blanks below with the correct words. More 
than one word may be necessary. 
1. The people who were on the side of the English were 
called Tories • 
--------------------------
2. Colonel Joseph Durfee not only fought in the battle of 
Fall River but spent much time trying to push the 
English out of --------~N~e_w~p_o~r_t~---------· 
3. The oldest house in Fall River is called the 
----~C~h~u~r~c~h~H~o~u~s~e~-------· 
4. The Lafayette House was famous during the Revolutionary 
War because Lafayette stayed there • 
5. The plaque on City Hall is in memory of the 
Revolutionary War • 
6. On July 15, 1776 the people of Freetown decided to break 
away from England and voted to accept the Declaration of 
Independence. 
II 
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CHAPTER III 
FALL RIVER 1800 -- 1870 
Fall River, A Town, 1800 -- 1854 
Freetown became Fall River. In 1802 Thomas Borden 
and 155 other c,i tizens who lived in the southern part of 
Freetown asked that their section be set off as a separate 
town. They said that they were a long distance from the 
town meetinghouse, which was in the northern part of 
Freetown, and it was hard for them to attend meetings. 
After much discussion their request was approved in 1803 and 
Freetown was divided. The southern section became known as 
Fallriver, spelled as one word, in 1803. 
Did you know that Fall River at one time had another 
name? The next year some of the residents who did not live 
near the River asked to have the name changed to Troy. It 
I
I . 
Il
l seems that one of the townspeople made a trip to Troy, Nietw 
York, liked it, and wanted to name his city after it. 
I 
was known as Troy for thirty years -- until 1834. At this 
time its name was changed back to Fall River (two words) 
for most of the business was carried on in the section near 
the River and because there was confusion with the mail and 
also because there were other towns called Troy. 
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Reasons for the slow growth of Fall River at first. 
When Fall River separated from Freetown, it had only one 
thousand inhabitants and the village itself had only one 
hundred. At that time Freetown was the most important 
section, with Steep Brook next in importance, while Fall 
River was the smallest of all. Even the post office was in 
Steep Brook for a while. 
The reasons that Fall River did not grow as fast as 
the other towns were these: 
1. Its harbor had only two wharves and was open to 
the winds from across the Bay. Assonet, on the other hand, 
had a well-protected harbor with five wharves. 
2. Assonet was further inland, which meant a 
shorter trip by ox carts to deliver the products to the in-
land towns. 
3. Fall River was on a hill, and after the ships 
were unloaded a double team was necessary to bring the goods 
up the hill. 
4. The Watuppa Ponds were a barrier and could be 
crossed only by foot. Carriages going from Providence to 
New Bedford crossed at Slade's Ferry, went north to Steep 
Brook, and then east to New Bedford in order to go around 
the ponds. 
5. Fall River had only one road through it from 
Boston to Newport, while Assonet had seven.gg/ 
Shipbuilding. Shipbuilding was one of the first 
businesses in this section because we had a large supply of 
the right type of timber and because the iron furnaces of 
Taunton were not too far away. It is estimated that at 
least 236 boats were constructed here during the early years 
of the town. 
Growth of the cotton industrv. The idea of building 
cotton mills first came from Pawtucket, Rhode Island. This 
idea spread and Fall River was soon to have them. 
The first cotton mill in Fall River was started at 
Globe Village by Colonel Joseph Durfee about 1811. It 
ce r tainly was no t like the giant factories that have be en 
built since, but it did mark the beginning of a great in-
dustry that was to de velop here. It was located on the 
northeast corne r of South Main and Globe Streets. 
The picking of the cotton and the weaving of the 
cloth were still done by hand in the homes nearby and card-
---......_ 
ing, spinning, and finishing, were the only kinds of work 
which were done in the mill. The mill had a few pieces of 
equipment operated by the water power obtained from the 
little pond nearby. 
@ . 
Thomas R. Smith, Cotton Textile Industry of Fall 
River, Massachusetts (King's Crown Press, Morningside-----
Heights, New York, 1944), pp. 9-17. 
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In order to induce people to invest their money in 
the mill the owners said that cotton cloth would darn much 
easier than linen. 
The business was not very successful and the mill 
was sold to various people. It has been used at different 
times as a print works, a schoolhouse, and a storage build-
ing. It has since been torn down and the park at Globe 
Corner has taken its place. 
The deed to this mill can be found among the 
Tiverton records because the mill at that time was in 
Tiverton. The deed is a good example of the wording and 
spelling of those days. 
In 1813 cotton manufacturing on a larger scale 
began. Two companies were formed: the Fall River Manufactory 
and the Troy Cotton and Woolen Manufactory. 
The Fall River Manufactory was the first to buy a 
"picking" machine. Until thi s time, mill owners had paid 
fou r cents a pound to have the cotton picked by hand. This 
mill was also the first to use power looms and it paid the 
weavers two dollars and fifty cents a week. 
The Troy Cotton and Woolen Manufactory was used 
until 1860 when it was torn down and a new mill built. 
The third large mill, the Pocasset, was built in 
1822 on the banks of the Quequechan River. It produced the 
first printed cloth in the city. It was destroyed in the 
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fire of 1843 but a new and larger one took its place. 
The Satinet Factory, built in 1825, was the first to 
introduce belting. It had nine thousand spindles and was 
considered remarkable for its size. 
The Massasoit was built in the same year (1825) and 
was the first to be run by steam rather than by water power. 
The Pocasset Mill, which was rebuilt in 1847, was 
the largest in its day. It was so big that the people used 
to gaze at it in amazement. It was also the first mill in 
the city for which plans were worked out before building 
took place. 
The IVIetacornet, built in the next year, was the first 
mill to be constructed of iron posts and girders. It re-
ceived much attention from all of New England. 
In 1852 linen was manufactured by the American Linen 
Company. Such manufacturing was the first linen business in 
this country. People were buying so much linen that 
operators and flax were imported from Europe. Gradually, as 
the demand for it dropped, the mill was converted to the 
manufacturing of cotton. 
The yarn and the material for sheets and sli..irts were 
not bleached with chemicals as they are today but were 
placed on the grass in the sun. By this method a good 
whitening required from four to six weeks. 
=~==~-----
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Most of the materials woven here were chambrays, 
blue and white stripes, or ticking. Since the first weaving 
machines did not work too well, the cloth was poor, and for 
good fine material one had to rely on goods imported from 
England or the European countries. 
Hours and wages of the working people. It might 
be interesting to compare the hours and wages of early days 
with those of your fathers. The workers started at 5:00A.M. 
and continued until 8:00 A.M. A half hour was allowed for 
breakfast and another for dinner. Work then continued until 
7:30 in the evening. 
About 1830 the superintendent of the mill earned two 
dollars a day which was considered a large salary. The 
operators received, at the most, one dollar a day. 
In 1813 the Troy Manufactory and the Fall River 
Manufactory built tenement houses for their help. Here the 
women operators could get their room and board for one 
dollar and seventy-five cents a week. 
Wash wheels. In the early 1800's there were several 
wash wheels on the Quequechan River. These were owned by 
the mills and, for a few cents, the women of the town could 
have their clothes washed in the River. The wide water 
wheels were equipped with boxes at the ends into which the 
clothes were placed to be washed. These were used until 1847. 
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Growth of other important businesses. The Fall River 
Iron Works was started in 1825 by Richard Borden and 
Bradford Durfee. These men, who were in the shipbuilding 
business, became interested in making iron parts for their 
ships at night after they had finished their day's work. 
Later, they entered the iron business and among the articles 
they made was hoop iron which was sold to New Bedford for 
binding oil casks. Nails were also made. It is interesting 
to note that on the best nails they heads were put on by 
hand. 
This was one of the businesses destroyed in the fire 
of 1843 but it was rebuilt and in six weeks was in full 
operation again. 
In 1838 William Davol and Bradford Durfee went to 
Europe to see the new cotton machines that had recently been 
invented. When they returned, they began rraking machinery 
for the manufacturing of cotton and iron. 
The Iron Works was very important in the growth of 
the city. It not only gave many people work but it helped 
the city to grow. It developed the production of good 
machinery which is an advantage for a textile center. 
The American Print Works was started in 1835 by 
Holder Borden. He was able to interest the men who had 
established the Fall River Iron Works to help him to start 
the American Print Works. It was a calico printing mill 
--~--------=-=--'=.c.----'= 
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which grew rapidly. In 1867, just as a new section had been 
finished, fire destroyed it at a loss of two million dollars. 
The owners were not discouraged, however, and they began to 
rebuild at once. 
The new plant was fitted for the different operations 
in the printing and dyeing of cotton cloth. It was con-
sidered the finest in this country, if not in the world. 
The owners of the plant made great improvements in 
the texture, style, and the coloring of the cotton cloth. 
They also employed the best designers in the United States, 
as well as in Europe, to produce new and pleasing patterns. 
They hired the most skillful dyers and printers. Yet they 
were able to keep the cost of the material low so that every-
one could buy it. 
Change in the population. The building of these 
mills increased the population of Fall River. In 1820 our 
population was 1,594 and in 1830 it was 4,158. At first 
most of those moving here were from other cities in the 
United States. During the 1820's and 1830's many arrived 
from England and Scotland, and beginning in the 1840's 
many came from Ireland. The Fall River citizens sent a 
letter to the Massachusetts government stating that they 
could not compete with these iiDrndgrants because they worked 
for much less money. These immigrants continued to come to 
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Fall River, however, for the rest of the nineteenth century. 
Banks. Since so many mills had been set up in Fall 
River, it was quite natural that banks were also established 
to aid their business affairs. The first bank in this 
region was the National Union Bank which was chartered in 
Bristol, Rhode Island, in the early 1800 1s. It was located 
in what was then Tiverton, at the corner of South Main and 
Columbia Streets. 
The citizens of Fall River established their first 
bank in 1826 at the corner of Bank and Main Streets. It was 
called the Fall River Bank. 
In 1828 the Fall River Institution for Savings was 
opened and it still exists today. It was noted for economy. 
For example: "Voted, that sixty-two and a half dollars be 
appropriated to the treasurer for his services, office rent, 
and stationery for the past year."~ 
In 1855 the name was changed to the Fall River 
Savings Bank. Its offices were located in various places 
until in 1869 it built its own banking house on North W~in 
Street opposite Elm Street. It is still open for business 
today and is known to many as the "Red Bank". 
gy 
Henry H. Earl, Centennial History of Fall River 
(Atlantic Publishing Company, New York, 1877), p. 171. 
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Newspapers. Along with the mills and banks came 
our first newspaper, the Monitor, issued from a shop on 
Bedford Street in 1826. It had only four pages, carried 
articles and advertisements, and sold for one dollar a year. 
It changed hands many times and finally went out of 
existence. The first daily paper was the Spark, published 
in the 1840's. 
Fall River continued to grow. Other evidences that 
Fall River was growing could be seen. In 1849 a high school 
was established in a building on Franklin Street. various 
types of churches, mostly Protestant, were formed. A 
police departrr~nt was set up with a night watch of six men 
who carried lanterns on their rounds. A part-time fire de-
partment was established in 1826, and by 1845 the department 
boasted of a fire house, two engines, and ten part-time 
firemen. More information about these developments will 
be given later. 
Roads. We may wonder why the early settlers built 
their houses so close to the road without considering the 
view they might have. A clipping from an old newspaper said: 
"The answer to that question is the custom of 
building with a southern exposure for a living 
room to take advantage of the sunlight and the 
sun's warmth •••• Houses were built close to 
the road to avoid shoveling a path and in 
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more thickly settled cegx7rs very small house 
lots were apportioned. n~ 
As early as 1835 a law was passed forbidding the 
playing of ball and the rolling of hoops in the village 
streets. "Furious driving", 25/ was also prohibited. 
As late as 1800 the roads between towns were only 
rough paths used by horseback riders and crude carts. One 
book says that when a stage line to Taunton was started in 
1800, the lower branches of the trees had to be cut off be-
fore the coaches could use the road. Until this time only 
riders and pedes triana had used it. 
What is now Pleasant Street was then called the 
Fall River and Watuppa Turnpike. This was owned by a group 
of Fall River and Westport men. In order to use this road 
a traveler b.a.d to pay a toll. The next time you ride on 
Pleasant Street you may think of the following rules: 
"For every 1waggon', cart, truck or sled 
drawn by two horses or oxen, six and a 
quarter cents, with two cents for every 
additional beast; for every mail stage, 
coach chariot, phaeton or curricle, twelve 
and a half cents; for every chaise, chair, 
1 sulkey', sleigh, calash or other pleasure 
carriage, drawn by one horse, six and a 
quarter cents, for every additional horse 
three cents; for horse cart or wagon, with 
(Dover 
ID Arthur s. Phillips, History of Fall River, Vol. 
Press, Fall River, Massachusetts-,-1946), p. 69. 
~ Ibid., p. 70. 
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one horse, four cents; for a person and a 
horse, two cents; neat cattle in droves, 
per head one cent; horses and mules, in 
droves, two cents; and for every swine and 
sheep in droves, half a cent. ngy 
There were cert~in times when one did not have t o 
pay a toll. For instance, if one was going for a doc t or, 
for military service, or to a f uneral it was not necessary 
to pay. 
The tollhouse s tood where Stafford Square is today. 
The tax collector lived there and collected the money. He 
earned a monthly salary and, in addition, all tolls he 
collected after 10:00 P.M. were his. This house is still 
supposed to be standing in the vicinity of Bedford, 
Robeson, and Tremont Streets. 
In 1865 the turnpike was bought from the owners by 
the City of Fall River and the Town of Westport. It then 
became a public road. 
Another toll road connected Fall River and Stone 
Bridge. It started from Bay and William Streets and 
followed the best route to Stone Bridge. A branch of this 
turnpike led to the Tiverton Print Works and is called 
Globe Street today. In 1862 this turnpike also became a 
public road. 
gy 
Arthur s. Phillips , History of Fall River, Vol. 
III, p. 24. 
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Stages. A stage line was established in 1808 con-
necting Boston and Newport by way of Fall River. The stage 
left Boston every day at 5:00 A.M. and arrived in Newport at 
6:00P.M., if it was not delayed. The Boston people often 
used it to travel to Newport where they would meet a fast 
sailing ship for New York. If one traveled overland to 
New York, he would spend four to six days, but by using this 
route, one could save two or three days. The fare from 
Boston to New York was four dollars. 
Travel on the stage could not be considered 
luxurious. 
"Two stage drivers were frozen to death on the 
local route and one of our citizens living at 
the foot of Townsend Hill, day or night, 
winter or summer, when the stage horn sounded, 
stopped his work or jumped out of bed, 
harnessed a pair of horses and helped pull the 
stage over the hill, while the men passengers 
plodded up the hill. 11g1/ 
A stage was operated between Fall River and 
Providence in 1825. In order to get across the Taunton 
River a boat propelled by horses was used. 
Ferry. When ferry service was first started across 
the Taunton River, rowboats were used. Later sailboats took 
the place of the rowboats. In 1826 a boat propelled by a 
@ 
Arthur s. Phillips, History of Fall River, I Vol. III, p. 27. 
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horse was used and finally in 1847 a steamer was put into 
service. This ferry was owned and operated by the Slade 
family. In 1876 a bridge was opened across the river and it 
was named after the Slade family who had operated the ferry 
for so many years. 
Whaling. Though New Bedford and Nantucket were con-
sidered the most important whaling ports 1 between 1840 and 
1850 some whaling was connected with this city. The ships 
would fit out for their cruises in this harbor and return 
here with their cargoes. It was a good business but it was 
dropped when gold was found in California because it was 
more profitable to take passengers to the west coast. 
Skeleton in Armor. No doubt, many of you have heard 
about the Skeleton in Armor and would like to know a little 
more about it. It was found by some men gigging in a sand 
bank near Hartwell and Fifth Streets in 1832. The skeleton 
was wrapped in woven bark cloth and found in a sitting 
position near the surface of the earth. The skull was 
almost destroyed but the teeth were in good condition and 
seemed to be those of a young man. On the skeleton's chest 
there was a triangular breastplate of brass, and around its 
waist there was a belt of brass tubes placed side by side 
and close together. The breastplate was oval in shape but 
'62 
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so rusty that we do not know if anything was ever written on 
it. Arrowheads were found in the grave also. 
There have been various stories about the Skeleton 
in Armor. Some believe it was an American Indian because 
of the shape of the skull, the position in which it was 
found, and the fact that other skeletons were found nearby. 
Whether it was a great Indian chief or an obscure brave, we 
shall never know. 
Some thought it might have been a skeleton of one of 
the Northmen who were supposed to have visited this section 
in the eighth or ninth century. 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote a poem, "The 
Skeleton in Armor, 11 in which he describes the skeleton to be 
tba t of a Norseman, "hollow breast still in rude armor 
dressed.ng§/ 
Some thought it belonged to one of the Asiatic 
races that le.ter settled in South America. 
In the Atlantic Monthly of 1836 a writer said it 
might have been a member of a crew of a Phoenician ship 
blown off course. He said this because it was found on the 
seacoast near Dighton Rock which was famed for hieroglyphic 
writings. He thought perhaps the men from the ship may have 
gy 
Compiled by the Tercentenary Committee of Fall 
River, Massachusetts Tercentenary (Munroe Press, Fall River, 
Massachusetts), p. 15. 
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landed, have lived here some time, and have written on the 
rock at Dighton. 
The Skeleton in Armor was placed in the Fall River 
Atheneum but was lost in the fire of 1843. The only part of 
it that was found in the ruins was a brass ring, which is now 
in the collection of the Fall River Historical Society. This 
society also placed a tablet on the corner of Hartwell and 
Fifth Streets to remind people that this was once an 
important historical spot. 
Fire of 1843. This was an event which was not soon 
----
forgotten. For years when people spoke of anything, they 
dated it "before the fire" or 11 after the fire." It took 
place on Sunday, July 2, 1843 at 4:00 P.M. It was started 
in a pile of shavings at South Main and Borden Streets by 
two little boys who were celebrating the Fourth of July 
early by firing their small cannon. Since there had been 
no rain for weeks and there was a high wind, the flames 
spread across Main Street, and in five minutes the flames 
reached a height of fifty feet. Since water in the 
Quequechan River had been drawn off to allow for repairs, 
only a hand engine and a bucket brigade could be used to 
fight the fire. Efforts to check it were not successful, 
and before it died out, twenty acres had been destroyed. 
This covered the area from Borden Street to Franklin Street 
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and from Main Street east to Rock Street. If it had not 
been for a change in the wind, the whole town would have 
been destroyed. 
Lost were two hundred buildings, including a 
school, the post office, and two hotels. Money for relief 
wa.s sent from Providence,. New Bedford, and New York. 
Boston sent the most money, fifty-one thousand dollars. 
Even as late as the 1860's, each time the fire 
1 bells rang, the people remembered the great fire of 1843. 
li . 
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Fall River, A City, 1854 -- 1870 
Fall River became~ city. In 1854 Fall River became 
the eleventh city in Massachusetts. Since it had grown to a 
population of twelve thousand people, it had become too large 
for the town system of government. A committee of prominent 
citizens was named to set up a charter which was accepted by 
both the state and the people of Fall River. At the same 
time a seal and a motto, "We 111 Try", were adopted. 
This charter provided for a mayor, and by vote of 
the people James Buffington became the first mayor of Fall 
River at a salary of five hundred dollars a year. 
One of the first acts of the new government was to 
buy forty-seven acres of land for a burial ground. It was 
named Oak Grove Cemetery and is still in use today. 
~-== _J):l=• === 
During the bard times of 1857 nearly all the mills 
had to close down because of lack of work and there was much 
suffering. To relieve the situation the city government 
employed many men at the cemetery, on the poor farm, and on 
the roads, at ten cents an hour. 
Library. The Fall River Public Library was 
established in 1860 although there had been one set up in 
1835. At that time a group of people wanted a supply of 
books which they might borrow. Shares were sold for five 
dollars apiece and enough money was collected to buy five 
hundred books. This library ·was called the Fall River 
Atheneum. The City of Fall River invested money in this 
with the understanding that deserving students should have 
the right to use the books and study there. Besides books, 
the Atheneum had a collection of minerals, shells, and 
Indian curiosities. 
This collection was burned in the fire of 1843 but 
a new collection was started and placed in ~1sic Hall on 
Franklin Street, now the Catholic Community Center. 
In 1860 there was a demand for a free public library 
supported by taxes. At this time the Fall River Atheneum 
agreed to give its library to the City of Fall River. 
Different groups donated to the collection and the new 
library was located on the second floor of City Hall. Only 
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ten years before had the first public library been 
established in Massachusetts in Boston. 
Settlement of the boundary question. You will 
remember the question of the boundary line between Fall 
River and Tiverton had been a subject of discussion since 
1740. This controversy was finally settled in 1862 by the 
United States Supreme Court. It was decided to move the 
boundary line from Columbia Street to where it is at present. 
This meant that Massachusetts gained Tiverton land from 
Rhode Island but in return Massachusetts gave to Rhode 
Island what is now Pawtucket and Seekonk. 
The exchange brought into Fall River what was once 
Fall River, Rhode Island. This was the section from 
Columbia Street to the state line; thus many of you live 
in the district which was called Fall River, Rhode Island. 
This section has shown great progress and is now one of the 
important parts of the city. 
The Underground Railroad. When the Pilg rims landed 
at Plymouth, most of the countries of the world had slavery. 
In some countries not only Negroes were slaves, but also II 
I 
li ~ men who had been captured in war or people who could not 
I! pay their bills. Here in Fall River there were not too 
I 
many slaves because the work in our mills was not suited to 
them. 
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By 1800 our state of Massachusetts had freed all 
slaves within its borders; however, Newport and Bristol 
were shipping ports and some residents of those cities 
were engaged in the slave trade. 
You may have heard of the Underground Railroad and 
considered it something far away. It was in operation right 
here in Fall River. It was a system used during the Civil 
War Period by which Negroes could escape to Canada. 
Important in it were sarah Buffum of Fall River and 
Elizabeth Buffum Chase who moved to Valley Falls, Rhode 
Island. These sisters used their homes as "stations" on 
the railroad. Quite a few Negroes who were trying to 
escape to Canada were shipped by boat to New Bedford. They 
were then sent through Fall River where there had been for-
warding stations in operation since 1830. Our city was 
considered one of the important way stations through which 
escape was possible. At night the Negroes were secretly 
shipped to Valley Falls, to Worcester, · and finally to 
Canada. The white people who helped them to escape were 
called "conductors." 
The Quakers, including the Buffum sisters, were very 
much interested in helping the Negroes to escape. 
At the present time in the Fall River Historical 
Society there is a panel which once led to a basement room. 
Here the slaves were hidden until it was time for them to 
make their way to the next station. The property was then 
owned by William Hill, a Quaker. 
The Civil War. There had been difficulties between 
the North and the South for a number of years and before 
long news of the Civil War was heard in 1861. At once a 
public meeting was held at City Hall. It was decided to 
stay on the side of the Union and to set aside money to help 
the men who volunteered for service. It was later decided 
that each volunteer should get fifteen dollars toward his 
uniform and fifteen dollars for three months to help 
support his family. 
As in every war, enlistments were begun and before 
long four companies had been organized and were seeing 
action. The next year the city voted two hundred dollars 
for each man who volunteered for nine months' service. 
The drafting of men was put off as long as possible 
but the first drawing took place in 1863 in New Bedford. 
The names of 405 Fall River men were selected. As soon as 
the drawing was over, the names of the Fall River men were 
rushed here by carriage and put into print as quickly as 
possible in order to quiet the anxious crowd around the 
newspaper office. If your name wa s drawn and you did not 
wish to serve, you coul d send a subs titute i n your place. 
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These substitutes were paid various amounts - - one as much 
as eight hundred dollars. Before the war was over, 1,770 
men from this city served in either the army or the navy. 
Everyone worked to preserve the Union and to 
encourage the soldiers. The citizens aided in whatever way 
they could, the clergy did their part, and the women of the 
city formed a sewing society. These ladies made shirts, 
socks, bandages, and blankets for the soldiers, as well as 
providing them with newspapers, jellies, and books. 
With the news that the war was over, there was much 
rejoicing. Bells were rung, cannons were fired, the 
infantry paraded, school was dismissed, and, in general, 
work came to a standstill. When the troops returned home 
they were greeted with parades, decorated buildings, and 
public exercises. 
The memory of the Civil War lives on today when we 
see the soldiers' monument in the Oak Grove Cemetery. It 
was the gift of Colonel Richard Borden and bears the names 
of 163 soldiers who gave their lives in the struggle. 
The Civil War affected many mills in New England 
in that it was difficult to get cotton, and there were few 
products exported. Fall River was not so badly affected as 
some cities, although the price of cotton rose quite high. 
The Iron Works here ~~d a large order for arms and other 
metal products which gave people work. 
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The new mill districts. After the war the cotton 
manufacturers began to branch out and build new mills. 
These were built in three general locations: the water front 
around the mouth of the ~uequechan River was still important, 
t~~ shores of the river were also popular, and a new rrdll 
section was beginning to grow up around Cook Pond. 
A change in£££ £Opulation. After the Civil War, 
with the building of the new mills, many French Canadians 
looking for employment moved here. They often sent for the 
rest of their family and the number of French people in-
cr-eased. At that time they settled in the section around 
Broadway, Division and Bay Streets. These people found em-
ployment and before long many were holding important 
positions in their new city. 
The Protestant churches. Many Protestant churches 
were built, representing a variety of denominations. The 
Congregationalists, Methodists, Baptists, Episcopalians, 
and Primitive Methodists were all strong. 
The first church to be formed in Fall River was the 
First Baptist in 1781. This was the only one until the 
First Congregational was organized in 1816. The Methodist 
Church was established in 1827, the Unitarian in 1832, and 
the Episcopalian in 1836. As our city grew, these groups 
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built larger, more beautiful churches. Other denominations 
were formed also. 
The Catholic churches. The Catholic churches here 
have been built since the Civil War, though Mass was said 
in Fall River as early as 1829. It was said in the kitchen 
of a home owned by the Kennedys. The kitchen table, 
covered with e. white cloth, was the altar and Father Cory 
of Taunton was the celebrant. He continued to come once 
in several months and in a few years he was serving fifty 
Catholic people in Fall River. 
In 1835 Father Cory moved here, bought land on 
Spring Street, and erected a wooden chapel called Saint John 
the Baptist. The congregation continued to grow and after 
his death the Reverend Edward Murphy enlarged the little 
chapel. If you remember, the Rhode Island state line was 
then at Spring Street and when the chapel was enlarged, the 
altar and some of the pews were in Rhode Island while the 
rest of the church was in Massachusetts. 
The congregation grew fast and soon after 1850 a new 
church was necessary. The basement and three walls of the 
new edifice were built around the chapel. When the walla 
were completed, the chapel was sawed in half and removed to 
Second Street where services were held until the new 
building was completed. The church was called Saint Mary's. 
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The steeple and vestry were added later but otherwise the 
church is the same today as when it was built in the 1850's. 
It was Father Cory who had the courage to start the 
parish but Father Murphy who was able to see the new church 
completed. Today this church is the Cathedral of the 
Diocese of Fall River. 
Saint Patrick's was the second Catholic Church 
begun in the city about 1873. Many others have since been 
erected. 
City Hall. There were three different town halls 
built during the early years of Fall River. The third was 
located near Central Street and in it were housed the town 
jail, of two cells, and the town offices. 
Land where the City Hall now stands was bought after 
the fire of 1843. Here the Town Hall, or Market Building as 
it was called, was erected. It was made of Fall River 
gra~ite and contained the post office, a public hall, a 
customhouse, and the town offices. 
The town lockup was located in the basement for a 
while, along with several fish markets. It is said water 
for cleaning the fish was obtained from the Quequechan River 
as it flowed underneath the building. 
At one corner of the Market Building was the town 
pump and watering trough which was the first place visited 
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by farmers who wanted to water their horses or oxen. 
The name Market Hall was changed to City Hall in 
1854 when the community became a city. Years later while 
the building was being renovated, the tower and clock were 
added. Space was also made on the first floor for the 
public library which, you will remember, was located in the 
City Hall. 
In 1886 the building was swept by fire but was at 
once rebuilt along the same lines. In the new building, 
however, there was no plan made for a library. Thus, our 
City Hall today is not the original one which was built in 
the 1840's but it does have the same general appearance. 
The Fire Department. In the early days the houses 
were scattered and there was little water available except 
what was found in wells and rain barrels; thus it was 
difficult to put out a fire once it started. Volunteer 
firemen had leather fire buckets with their names printed 
in bright letters. The leader of the group often bad a 
speaking trumpet, more to show his authority than for use. 
In 1818 a hand engine was bought which consisted of 
a large tub on a machine. This tub was filled with water 
by the men on the bucket brigade. Other men worked the 
hand pump on the machine which in turn forced the water out 
on the fire. With it was a bucket carriage which carried a 
- = ------ --~=--= 
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large number of buckets to be used with the engine. This 
fire engine was stationed behind the City Hall and was 
drawn to the fires by oxen. 
Gradually as more engines were bought and added to 
the force, they were named. You may be amused when you hear 
they had such names as Hydraulion, Number two; Cataract, 
Number three; Niagara, Number four; Torrent, Number two; 
Neptune, Number one; King Philip, Number two; and King 
Philip, Junior. 
The first hook and ladder, which was drawn to fires 
by hand, appeared in 1826. and it was not until 1863 that the 
first horse drawn engines appeared. 
It is rather interesting to know how the fire alarm 
was given in the early 1800's. 
"There was no fire alarm sys tern, and 
whenever a fire was found, people ran 
through the streets crying, 'Fire', and 
the first to reach the engine house would 
grasp the bell rope and ring the bell with 
might and main."m 
A permanent fire department began in 1860 when a man 
was named as a full-time driver. His sleeping quarters were 
over the city stable. When the alarm was given, it was his 
duty to take two horses, used for road work during the day, 
drive to the engine house, attach the engine, and then go to 
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the fire. His pay was sixty-six dollars a month. Later, 
other men were appointed to help him. It is interesting to 
notice that it was their duty not only to put out fires but 
also to keep the highways in repair. 
About 1870 the fire alarm telegraph system was 
established in place of the old method of ringing a bell. 
The Police Department. The Police Department, in 
the meantime, had grown until it had a force of seven day 
men and eight night men. This department along with the 
L 7s 
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Fire Department was housed in the same building for a number 
of years. The fire apparatus was kept on the first floor 
at the front, the police horses were kept in the rear, and 
the offices of the men were on the second floor. 
Education. In 1812 there were only three public 
schools in Fall River -- one in the southern section, 
another near the center, and a third at Steep Brook. By 
1826 this number bad grown to twelve. These were run by 
the people in their section; thus the more populated 
districts could afford to have better schools and pay for 
better teachers. The poorly populated sections had fewer 
buildings and poorly paid instructors. 
Some schools in the country were small. A report 
said one school "does not exceed eight by twelve while the 
school numbered seventeen, making a tight fit when the 
--- c====-c= 
teacher was added."~ 
There was a lack of books, blackboards, and maps, and 
the attendance was poor. Also there was very little fresh 
air. 
In 1843 only one schoolhouse had a bell. Since it 
would be expensive to purchase them for the other schools, 
an arrangement was made to have one of the mills ring its 
bell in order to hasten the children to school and to re-
duce tardiness. 
You may wish that you lived a hundred years ago 
when you read that some schools lasted for only a half a 
year because of lack of money. In other sections only men 
taught in the winter (in order to handle the big boys) and 
women in the summer. In 1845 the pay for women was sixteen 
dollars and twenty-five cents a month. 
On the other band, you may feel very happy that you 
are attending school now when you read tha. t in some sections 
school was held on Saturday mornings. The morning classes 
were held from 9:00 A.M. to 12 noon. On summer afternoons 
school was from 2:00 to 5:00 P.M. and on winter afternoons 
from 1:30 to 4:30 P.M. This may be interesting too: 
"Three vacations were allowed each year, 
two weeks ••• in April, three weeks ••• in 
@ 
Henry M. Fenner, Historx of Fall River, p. 57. 
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July, and one week in November. Fast Days, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, the Fourth of July, 
and every Saturday afternoon were holidays • 11W 
About 1845 schools began to show great improvement 
with the building of larger, better buildings. The present 
Administration Building which was called the Anawan Street 
School was built about that time. 
Fall River was one of the earliest cities to 
establish a high school in 1849. It was held in a school 
building on Franklin Street with George B. Stone as 
principal. Girls as well as boys were admitted. A few 
years later it was moved to June Street where the Technical 
High School now stands. As the number of students grew, 
various locations were used until the present high school 
was built. Admission was by examination only. 
In 1865 the first Superintendent of Schools was 
appointed. He worked very hard to improve the attendance, 
install blackboards, rnaps, and othe r necessities. 
One reason for the low attendance was the fact that 
many children were employed in the mills when they were very 
young; however, in 1862 a school was started especially for 
factory children . The first truant officer was named in 
the next year. 
31/ 
-- Henr~ M. Fenner, History of Fall River, Cotton 
Centennial, p. 79. 
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Fall River was also the first city in Massachusetts 
to give the pupils free textbooks, though it was later made 
a state law in 1884. 
After the Civil War -the schools became crowded and 
many new ones were built. 
Fall River Historical Society. Many of you have 
vis ited the Fall River Historical Society and will perhaps 
find the history of it interes ting. 
When Andrew Robeson came to Fall River (then Troy) 
i ·n 1824, he bought land at what is now Columbia and 
Washington Streets. There he built a beautiful home of 
Fall River granite. When the home was completed, three 
fourths of it was in Massachusetts and one fourth in 
Rhode Island because of the fact that the state line was 
then at Columbia Street. It was later s old to various 
people including a Mr. Remington who bad it moved stone by 
stone to its present location at the corner of Rock and 
Maple Streets. 
It was then purchased by David Brayton, Senior 
and remained in this family until the death of Elizabeth 
Hitchcock Brayton. The home and grounds were then 
presented to the local historical society in her honor by 
her nephew. 
$375 were set aside in order to install gas street lights in 
the village of Fall River. Boys were hired to go forth each 
night with short ladders to light the lamps in the districts 
assigned to each. The night watchman on his rounds then 
turned off the street lights in the early morning. 
Steamship lines. As early as 1828 a steamship line 
was operating between Fall River and Providence. The first 
ship was the "Hancock", which took three hours to make the 
trip. 
Sailing packets were making runs to New York until 
1847 when the Bay State Steamboat Company was formed and 
started to make regular trips. The two steamers which 
started the line were the "Bay State" and the "Massachusetts." I 
I 
These were considered very modern for their time and served 
as models for those built later. 
This became a popular way of traveling to New York, 
particularly when Colonel Richard Borden built a railroad 
to Myricks to connect with the Boston and New Bedford lines. 
Until our railroad service to Boston ended, the trains still 
passed through Myricks on their way to Boston. 
This steamship line was sold to different groups 
until in 1871 it was taken over by the Old Colony Steamboat 
Company which also owned the Old Colony Railroad. This 
company then formed the famous Fall River Line. 
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"The Old Fall River Line has continued for 
many years as the favorite of the traveling 
public, on account of its certainty, and its 
uniform speed and safety. Among the hundreds 
of thousands of people transported by this line 
during the Centennial years 1 not one received 
injury. That this route to New York, for 
comfort, convenience, and beauty of scenery, 
far excels all others 1 there is no question. 
Passengers leaving Boston in the early evening, 
have a delightful view of the harbor, with its 
islands, shipping, and way out to sea; pass 
through numerous towns and villages, and an ever-
changing landscape; and then, for a score of 
miles sweep along the banks of the Taunton River, 
a distance by rail of forty-eight miles, traveled 
in one hour and fifteen minutes, in spacious and 
elegant cars, over a road-bed smooth and even, 
laid with steel rails the entire distance. From 
the decks of the steamers, as they pass down the 
bay in the still hours of twilight, may be seen 
one of the finest and most varied panoramic views 
of New Engl~qd rich in historic and natural 
interest."~ 
This steamship line made nightly trips from Fall 
Rive r to New York until 1937. The four steamers, the 
"Commonwealth" the "Priscilla" the "Providence" and the 
"Plymouth", were well known all over New England for their 
excellent service to and from New York. 
Because of the coming of the automobile, the moving 
of the cotton mills to the South, and the cutting of the 
Cape Cod Canal, making a trip direct from Boston more 
practical, the Fall River Line was forced out of business in 
1937 and these four beautiful steamers were sold. 
@ 
Henry H. Earl, Centennial History of Fall River, 
p. 195. 
==-~=c=-- ---- -~==--=--
il 
Other advances. Other points to prove that Fall 
River was growing were the fact that new banks were 
opened, new churches built, the free delivery of mail was 
started, the South Park was purchased, and Highland Avenue 
was laid out. Our population which in 1865 was seventeen 
thousand, in five years bad jumped to twenty-seven 
thousand. 
By 1870 we had a busy, thriving city which had 
made great strides and was to make even greater progress 
in the years to come. 
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Suggested Activities for Chapter III 
1. Visit. Visit the Soldiers' Monument in the 
Oak Grove Cemetery; copy what is inscribed on it. If 
possible, take a photograph of it. Report your findings 
to the class. 
2. Visit. Visit the Fall River Historical Society 
and ask to see the secret panel which was used to hide the 
runaway slaves. Be observant so you can report to the 
class what you saw. 
3. Visit. Visit the Fall River National Bank and 
study the pictures of the various boats which once served 
on the famous Fall River Line. Report to your class. 
4. Visit. Ask at the desk in the Children's Room 
of the Fall River Public Library for the picture of the 
Skeleton in Armor. Was it as you pictured it? Study the 
picture well enough to describe it to the class. 
5. Letter. Imagine yourself a French Canadian 
youth who in 1885 came to Fall River to work in the cotton 
mills. ·write a letter home to your family describing life 
here--your work, living conditions, and salary. 
6. Letter. Write a letter to a friend in New York 
describing what was being done in Fall ~iver to help in 
fighting the Civil War. 
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7. Letter. Supposing you were a victim of the 
fire of 1843, write a letter to a Boston friend thanking 
him for the clothing and money he sent to you. Also 
explain to him what happened on that July 2, 1843. 
8. Poem. Write an original poem which will express 
the spirit of the people of Fall River during the Civil War 
Period. 
9. Play. Prepare a play in which you have a young 
French Canadian leaving his home in Quebec and moving to 
Fall River. Bring out in the play why he is leaving Quebec, 
why he is coming to Fall River, and what he hopes to do if 
he is successful. 
10. Cartoon. After reading Longfellow's poem, 
"A Skeleton in Armor 11 , draw a picture showing one idea you 
got from your reading. Make a good title. 
11. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon showing the 
11 Skeleton in Armor" as you imagine it was found. 
12. Picture or cartoon. Draw a picture or cartoon 
showing your idea of how the Underground Railroad operated. 
Have a title if it is a cartoon. 
13. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon showing your idea of the 
paying of the toll and the tollhouse on the Westport 
Turnpike. 
14. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon shm'dng one idea you 
had about the schools during this period, 1800-1870. 
--- -·-----=-~~ 
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15. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon showing the early 
methods of fire fighting described in this chapter. 
16. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon showing one reason why 
the people in the village of Fall River wanted to separate 
from Freetown. 
17. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon showing the cause of the 
fire of 1843. 
18. ! song fest. Ask your teacher to allow you to 
devote a few minutes each day to the singing of some well-
known songs of this period. 
Suggested are: 
"Old Folks at Home" 
nMy Old Kentucky Home" 
"Old Black Joe" 
"Dixie" 
"Carry Me Back to Old Virginny" 
"Home Sweet Home" 
19. Patriotic songs of the Civil War Period. When 
reading about the Civil War, sing some of the patriotic 
songs of that period. From the list below allow the class 
to choose by ballot three favorites. Have group singing 
of these three. 
A pupil may tell the story behind each song. For 
information use Lyons, John J., Stories of the American 
Patriotic Songs. 
·-- ---- =~c=-=-
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"Battle Cry of Freedom11 
"Battle Hymn of the Republic" 
"Glory, Glory, Hallelujah" 
"John Brown's Body" 
"Marching Through Georgia" 
"Tramp, Tramp, Tramp" 
"Dixie Land" 
20. Negro spirituals. When reading about the 
Underground Railroad sing some of the following Negro 
spirituals: 
"Go Down, Moses" 
"Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 11 
"Roll, Jordan, Roll" 
"Deep River" 
"Little David, Come Play on Your Harp" 
21. fl popular song of this period. Your class may 
be interested in learning to sing the song, "The Old 
Fall River Line". 
22. Map. On an outline map of Fall River show the 
sections where the mills were built. 
23. A transportation frieze. Prepare a frieze on a 
strip of paper. The central idea should be the development 
of transportation in the city of Fall River. Make cut outs 
of the various means of transportation described in this 
section, mount them, and draw in roads, buildings, and trees. 
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24. Civil War heroes in your family. Inquire if 
anyone in your family served in the Civil War. If so, find 
out all information you can and write a report for the 
class. 
25. A collection. Collect souvenirs of the Civil War 
Period for a class display. 
26. Reading. You may like to read, and report to the 
class, about Fall River and its part in the Underground 
Railroad. Read Two Quaker Sisters by Lovell and Jones, 
pages 118-135. It is found in the Fall River Public Library. 
27. Reading. You may like to report to the class 
about the Underground Railroad and its activities in and 
around New Bedford and Fall River. Consult The Underground 
Railroad in Massachusetts by Wilbur H. Siebert found in the 
Public Library. Pages 3-11. 
28. Reading. Read the unusual story about a local 
whaling vessel which was shipwrecked. Relate the story to 
your classmates. Consult the History of Fall River by 
Henry M. Fenner published in 1906. Read pages 26 and 27. 
29. Committee work. Form a committee whose purpose 
is to obtain samples of materials which were produced in 
the Fall River mills during the period from 1850 to 1900. 
Mount these on a poster and label each sample. 
Another committee might carry out the same project 
using the products of our mills today. 
t-
87 
30. Pag~ant. To celebrate the Massachusetts 
Tercentenary in 1930, the npageant of Quequechan" was given 
at the South Park. You and your classmates might like to 
act out the episodes which represent the period from 
1800 to 1870. It was written by Ethel K. Fuller and 
printed in Massachusetts Tercentenary, 1630-1930. This 
book may be found at the Fall River Public Library. 
31. Quiz program. Divide the class into three 
co~nittees, each ot which will prepare a list of ten or 
twenty questions. The class will select a quiz master. 
The class should then be divided into teams and scores 
should be kept to see which group can answer the most 
questions. This is a good activity for reviewing a chapter. 
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Suggested Test Items for Chapter III 
Multiple Choice Questions 
Directions: In each of the following there is one 
statement which will complete the sentence 
correctly. Place a check mark next to the 
letter of that statement. 
1. Fall River was once called 
a. Assonet. 
b. Roy. 
I c. Troy. 
d. Dartmouth. 
2. In the early 1800's the most important town in this 
section was 
I a. :F'reetown. 
b. Steep Brook. 
c. Fallriver. 
d. Troy. 
3. The first local cotton mill was established by 
a. Thomas Borden. 
I b. Colonel Joseph Durfee. 
c. Holder Borden. 
d. Bradford Durfee. 
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4. The first cotton mill was built at what is now 
I a. Globe Corners. 
b. Stafford Square. 
c. North Main Street. 
d. Stafford Road. 
5. The cotton for sheeting was bleached by 
a. washing it many times. 
b. putting it in a bleaching machine. 
c. using chemicals. 
I d. placing it on the grass in the sun. 
6. Salaries in the early mills were 
a. much as they are today. 
b. what the unions demanded. 
I c. very low. 
d. high enough to allow for a few luxuries. 
7. The American Print Works made 
I a. printed cotton cloth. 
b. printed rayon cloth. 
c. p rinted woolen cloth. 
d. any type of paper which had to be printed. 
8. The oldest bank in Fall River today is the 
a. Citizen's Savings Bank. 
b. First National Bank. 
I c. Red Bank. 
d. B. M. c. Durfee Trust Company. 
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9. From 1830 to 1850 the population of Fall River grew 
because 
a. it became a large shipbuilding port. 
b. it was known as a healthful place in which to 
live. 
c. many people came from Italy, France, and Portugal 
to work in the cotton mills. 
I d. many people came from the British Isles to work 
in the factories. 
10. The Skeleton in Armor 
11 . In 
a. is in the Fall River Atheneum. 
b. is in the Fall River Historical Society. 
/ c. was destroyed in the fire of 1843. 
d. decayed and fell apart shortly after it was 
found. 
the fire of 1843 the community 
a. did not lose heavily. 
b. was almost wiped out. 
I c. lost buildings covering twenty acres of land. 
d. lost only the City Hall and the Atheneum . 
12. With the building of many mills just after the Civil War, 
our population increased because many 
a. English people came to obtain work. 
I b. French Canadians came to obtain work. 
c. Portuguese came to get work. 
d. different nationalities came to get work. 
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13. During the Civil War if a man was drafted he 
a. did not have to report. 
b. did not have to report if he was married. 
c. had to report. 
/ d. could hire someone to go in his place. 
14. In the early days of the Fire Department the firemen 
had to 
a. inspect the buildings for fire hazards. 
b. instruct the people in what to do in case of fire. 
I c. keep the highways in repair. 
d . keep the highways free of snow. 
15. The first cotton mill in the United States was located in 
a. Fall River. 
b. Pawcatuck. 
I c. Pawtucket. 
d. Tiverton. 
16. The kind of work which was done in our first local 
cotton mill was 
I a. carding, spinning, and finishing. 
b. picking of the cotton. 
c. weaving the cloth. 
d . printing the cloth. 
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17. The wash wheels owned by the mills were used to 
a. operate the looms by water power. 
I b. wash clothes by the women of the town. 
c. bleach cotton. 
d. move the ferry boats. 
18. The first mill workers began work at 
I a. five o'clock in the morning. 
b. six o'clock in the morning. 
c. eight-thirty in the morning. 
d. nine o'clock in the morning. 
19. The Fall River Iron Works made 
a. iron ships. 
I b. parts for textile machinery. 
c. flatirons for ironing clothes. 
d. iron oil casks. 
20. The first local newspaper was the 
a. Fall River Herald. 
b. Fall River News. 
c. Fall River Herald News. 
I d. Fall River Monitor. 
2~. The Skeleton in Armor was described in a poem written by 
a. John Greenleaf Whittier. 
b. Bradford Durfee. 
I c. Longfellow. 
d. William Wordsworth. 
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22. The Slceleton in Armor was discovered 
I a. near the corner of Hartwell and Fifth Streets. 
b. under Dighton Rock. 
c. under the sand on the bank of the Taunton River. 
d. near the corner of Bank and Main Streets. 
23. The old Fall River and Watuppa Turnpike is now called 
a. Bedford Street. 
I b. Pleasant Street. 
c. Watuppa Street. 
d. Globe Street. 
24. The Boston people often used the first stage line to meet 
the New York sailboat which left from 
a. Fall River. 
b. Tiverton. 
c. Portsmouth. 
I d. Newport. 
25. The famous old "Fall River Line" operated 
a. steamers to Providence. 
I b. steamers to New York. 
c. stages to Providence. 
d. stages to New York. 
26. The £irst engine was drawn to fires by 
a. an auto. 
b. men and boys. 
c. horses. 
I d. oxen. 
27. The first stage passengers between Fall River and 
Providence crossed the Taunton River by using 
a. the Slade's Ferry Bridge. 
b. the Brightman Street Bridge. 
/ c. a boat propelled by horses. 
d. a boat propelled by steam engines. 
28. Whaling rrom the port or Fall River did not last very 
long because 
a. business was poor. 
b. carrying passengers to Europe was more profitable. 
I c. carrying passengers to California was more 
profitable. 
d. almost all the whales had been caught. 
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Completion Questions 
Directions: Form complete sentences by filling in the blanks 
below with the correct words. More than one 
word may be necessary. 
1. The ferry which operated across the Taunton River was 
established by William Slade 
-----------------------------· 
2. The house which was moved from Columbia Street to 
Rock Street and was for many years owned by 
Elizabeth Hitchcock Brayton is now the 
Historical Society Building. 
3. The motto of our city is 
--------'-'W_e __ '_l_l __ T_r~y-" __________ • 
4. Our first library was called the Fall River Atheneum 
5. The first large Catholic church in Fall River was 
named ------~S~a~i~n-t~~~A_ar~y-'_s __________ • 
6. The most popular means of transportation between this 
city and New York was the ----~F~a~l~l~R~i~v~e_r~L~i~n~e _______ • 
7. The first Fall River newspaper was called the 
__________ M_o_n _ i_t_o_r ____________ • 
'--=------- ~~ --~- - "--- ---·- --- ~~=-==---= =~-'-"---'--"-----'- -- -- - - - -- -- - -
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Matching Question 
Directions: You are to match the items in the right column 
with the items which correspond to them in the 
left column. Take the numbers of these items 
in the right column and place them next to the 
items they match in the left column. 
6 l. Oak Grove Cemetery. l. On the Quequechan. 
3 2. Franklin Street. 2. North Burying Ground. 
1 3. Wash wheels. 3. First high school. 
5 4. Toll house. 4. On the South Watuppa. 
5. Stafford Square. 
6. Monument to the soldiers 
of the Civil War. 
Matching Question 
Directions: The directions are the same as those for the 
matching question you have just finished. 
6 l. First power looms. 1. American Linen Company. 
10 2. First to print cloth. 2. Massasoit Mill. 
8 3. First to introduce 3. Metacomet Mill. 
belting. 
2 4. First use of steam power. 4. Troy Cotton and Woolen 
Manufactory. 
3 5. First mill constructed of 5. American Print Works. 
iron posts and girders. 
7 6. First cotton mill. 6. Fall River Manufactory. 
7. Durfee Mill. 
8. Satinet Factory. 
9. Fall River Iron Works. 
l.O. Pocasset Mill.. 
-~=-===~ -· -·- --=-..:.=::::.-_::..-_-__ -_-· -
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CHAPTER IV 
FALL RIVER TODAY 
Industry 
One of the principal problems which concern Fall 
River today is the moving of the textile mills from Fall 
River to the South. Many have already moved during the 
last twenty years, and our city and state leaders feel that 
something should be done before more of them move away. 
There is perhaps not just one cause for the removal of the 
mills but many different reasons. To understand them we 
shall have to look back in history • 
Early industries. In 1875 Fall River was the 
leading textile manufacturing city in the country but fifty 
years later it was to suffer a severe collapse because of 
the Southern production of textiles and the introduction of 
new machinery. 
In 1880 the Southern mills started to produce a 
small amount of coarse cotton products; in 1919 they were 
making print cloth; and by 1929 they were producing over 
89% of the print cloth used in the United States. 
It is claimed that from 1923 to 1948, seventy-five 
thousand textile workers lost their jobs which meant a loss 
--~- ,--=-==--=--
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of over 150 million dollars in salaries. 
To mill owners the South had various advantages 
over the North, such as an inexpensive labor supply, few 
labor laws, and almost no Unions. 
Shortly new advances in automatic me.chinery were 
made with the introduction of the Northrop loom. This loom 
was easy to be.ndle and hence one ma.n could tend ma.ny of them 
instead of only six of the older type. 
This invention was well accepted in the South and 
before long Southern operators were ordering many Northrop 
looms, while the Northern operators were reluctant to change. 
This shows that the South was more ready to adopt new ideas 
than the North. With this loom the Southern owners were 
able to weave cotton cloth for one half the amount that it 
cost in the North. 
Fall River's reaction to Southern competition. As 
early as 1890, when the Northern owners began to see their 
problem, they decided to meet it by reducing costs and by 
producing various types of cotton cloth instead of just one 
type. 
From 1890 to 1913 many mills began to install new 
machinery for a new type of cloth. Thus the trend was away 
from print cloth and toward fine and fancy goods. 
The Fall River mills did not buy Northrop looms at 
first because they thought they were too expensive and be_. 
cause the machines they had seemed adequate. The manu-
facturers of the automatic looms tried to induce the 
Northerners to buy their invention but without success. 
The Fall Riverites felt that they owned the cotton industry 
and that nothing could hurt them. Thus the manufacturers 
of the automatic looms sold their products to the Southern 
owners who were willing to buy. The refusal of Fall River 
to buy Northrop looms was one of her greatest mistakes. 
Although a few men had worried about the cotton 
situation, it was not until 1909 that people began to feel 
that a crisis in the city's industry was nearing. World War 
I put it off for about ten years. 
Collapse and survival. In 1924 the Iron Works 
closed two mills, moving them to Tennessee. This opened a 
fifteen year decline, during which seventy-three mills were 
to go out of business, one after another • 
. 
Most of those that closed were producers of print 
cloth. Some mill owners that were supposed to be doing well 
suddenly went out of business instead of spending their 
money on new machinery. 
Fall River is still the leading textile center in 
New England but it is no longer a single industry town. 
Many changes have been made. Prints are no longer 
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manufactured; old machines have been replaced; and managers 
with new ideas have been employed. 
Goods produced in Fall River now include a variety 
I 
11 of fine cloth: rna terial made of rayon and silk, and also 
1j 
mixtures of cotton, rayon, and silk. These are produced in 
the mills where cotton used to be made; hence, our textile 
industry is becoming diversified. 
Some new textile plants, such as the Pepperell 
Company and the Berkshire Fine Spinning Association, have 
come into the city. These have grown into outstanding 
textile plants which hire many people and are a benefit to 
the city. 
Some New England mills have been able to survive 
for several reasons. The wages in the North and the South 
have been evened out to a great extent, although the 
workers on fine goods in the North still demand a little 
higher pay than the Southerners. The labor laws in 
Massachusetts have been relaxed to some extent. Also 
heavy government taxes on mill machinery ~~ve been 
lowe red a little • 
Present situation. When our mills went out of 
business, we were left with many idle plants. During the 
last ten to fifteen years, floor space in these mills has 
1i been rented to companies that manufacture a great variety 
I! of goods. 
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Chief among these is our garment industry which 
m..a.nufactures pra.ctically every kind of garrent for men~ 
women, and children. Important is the production of 
ladies' dresses, men's shorts, suits and topcoats. 
The people who work on ladies' garments are all 
members of the International Ladies 1 Garment Workers 1 Union. 
This organization, which has its headquarters at 304 South 
Main Street, works in general for better pay, shorter 
working hours, and better working conditions for all 
members. In addition they give many extra benefits which 
include a modern, well-equipped Health Center. 
Fall River is not content to have only textile mills 
and garment shops but is trying to bring in a variety of new 
industries. Among those which have already been established 
here are the Firestone Rubber and Latex Company and a large 
box company. 
Our city is now interested in attracting industries 
which will provide employment for men. Our garment shops 
employ many women but, with the exception of the Firestone 
Company, there are not many large industries which employ 
men. This is not a good situation. There should be more 
heavy industries brought to the city to balance with the 
large number of sewing shops which employ women. For this 
purpose the Fall River Industrial Development Commission 
has been formed with Mr. Bruce Wimer as the agent. 
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The aim of the city at present is to increase the 
diversification of its industry. Thus, if one branch of 
business should have difficulty, other branches would be 
able to carry the city along; and we would not be in as 
serious a situation as we were when we relied only upon 
the cotton mills. 
Water Supply 
Present conditions. Another problem that faces 
Fall River today is our water supply. There was a time 
when one could read about the limitless supply of pure water 
which we had available. Today the situation is different. 
In the last two years the North Watuppa Pond, our drinking 
supply, has fallen so low that our city administrators 
have been worried. 
Causes of the shortage. There are perhaps many 
reasons for this situation, but two stand out. First, 
over a period of two years, we have had less rainfall than 
any other section of New England. Secondly, the people of 
Fall River are using more water in their homes. The 
relatively recent use of showers, other bathroom con-
veniences, automatic washers, and garden hose all tend to 
increase the amount of water that is used. 
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The South Watuppa is not fit for drinking water be-
cause mills, homes, and other buildings border it. Therefore, 
it is not possible to pump water from it into the North 
Watuppa. 
Possible solution. Studies have been w~de but the 
solution suggested has not been accepted by the city 
officials because of the high cost. However, the fact 
still remains that something will have to be done if we 
continue to use water at the rate we have been using it. 
Schools 
As one reads the newspaper, he realizes that there 
is a school problem in many of the communities in the 
United States. Fall River hB.s her school problem also. 
Some are the same problems other cities face while others 
are not. 
Gifts to 2££ city. In the past, Fall River was 
most fortunate to receive as a gift a completely equipped 
high school and land for another school. In 1883 Mrs. 
Mary B. Young offered to build the B. M. c. Durfee High 
School in honor of her only son who had died while in ~~s 
thirtieth year. She offered to build and furnish at her own 
expense this school in his memory. 
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Bradford Matthew Chaloner Durfee, who had been born 
in Fall River in 1843, was greatly interested in education. 
During his lifetime he often wished that greater provision 
might be made for the education of boys and girls in his own 
city. His mother carried out his wish in erecting our 
beautiful high school. 
In the 1890's it was decided that a textile city 
II 
1
1 as large as Fall River should have a textile school in which 
I students could learn about various textile machines. 
II Land for the school was offered by Miss Sarah Brayton 
as a memorial to one of her relatives, Bradford Durfee. He 
had been a distinguished citizen and manufacturer before his 
death. The land at the corner of Durfee and Bank Streets 
was accepted, and the Bradford Durfee Textile School was 
erected there. 
This school was founded to meet the needs of two 
groups of students. The first group included those who 
wanted some training in manufacturing before starting to 
work in the mill and the other group included those already 
working in the mill who wanted to improve their knowledge. 
Since the 1890's this school has been taken over by the 
State and the purpose of it has changed. You may be 
interested i n finding the purpose of the school today. 
Our school system. At the present t ime we should be 
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justly proud of our city's schools. We have two high 
schools~ Durfee High and Diman Vocational High School. We 
have two junior highs and many grammar and elementary 
schools. We also have an Evening High School held in the 
Durfee Building, a Vocational Evening School held at the 
Vocational Buildings, and an Adult Civic Education Class 
directed by Mrs. Mary H. Taylor. 
Our school problems. As in other progressive 
communities, our school committee, superintendent, and 
principals are continually trying to improve our schools. 
There are various problems which they are trying to solve. 
First, there is the problem of erecting new 
buildings in the sections where the population has increased. 
The eastern section of our city needs a junior high school. 
The grade schools need more auditorium space and they also 
need gymnasiuw~, in order to improve the health and 
physical education program. 
The second problem is finding good teachers. It is 
very hard to find enough teachers to meet the increased en-
rollment of the grade schools. 
Some grade school students should be served a hot 
lunch because many of them live far away from the school and 
thus they must stay in school during their lunch periods. 
These are only a few of the problems which should be 
1.06 
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solved. The greatest problem of all is that of raising 
money to carry out the plans mentioned. 
Health 
Our rating. The health of our citizens in Fall River 
is considered by health authorities to be good. Naturally 
the health of our citizens could be improved, but neverthe-
less we can be very proud of the advances which have been 
made. 
There was a time when many children of school age 
contracted diphtheria; however, in 1950 there were only six 
cases. In 1949 there was only one case of typhoid fever 
among school children, and last year none was reported. 
At present the Health Departw~nt is administeriD~ 
the tuberculosis patch test to first grade children and 
sophomore students in our city's high schools. It is a 
painless test to determine whether one bas traces of this 
disease. At this time the test is voluntary but the Health 
Department would like to see it made compulsory . 
Reasons for ~ good recor~. There are several 
reasons why our community is above the average in health. 
Some of them are these: the school nurses who are alert to 
signs of disease, clinics to which people may go for check 
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ups, follow-up work of the nurses and clinics, and improved 
sanitation in the homes. 
Transportation 
Automobile problem. In the last few years there has 
developed in Fall River a problem in transportation. 
Because of the layout of our city streets, most of the 
traffic must pass through the intersection of Main and 
Pleasant Streets . You have perhaps noticed the congestion 
at this spot during busy hours. This congestion does not 
help bus iness in the center; it increases the cost of 
operating our autos; and it is costly to companies if their 
truck drivers are held up in traffic. 
Possible traffic improvement. It has been suggested 
that new routes be developed that will bring 11 through 
traff i c" from Boston to Newport or Providence to New Bedford 
around the congested areas. Even though the distance may 
be greater, the saving in time, costs, and temper would be 
great. 
Plans for this project have already been drawn. It 
has been suggested that Davol Street be extended from the 
viaduct to Broadway. Steps are also being taken to connect 
President Avenue and Eastern Avenue. You may be interested 
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in finding out the other projects which would have to be I 
undertaken to complete the plan. 
Railroads. Railroads too are part of our 
transportation system. We have ample freight service to our 
city; however, it is felt tha. t there is a need for "spur 
lines." These are rail lines that go directly to the mill 
yards. The railroad companies will not build these. If 
we are to induce new industries to come to Fall River, some 
people feel that the city should build "spur lines" to 
sections where there are mills. 
Water transportation. Water transportation, too, 
is important. Recently Fall River established a "Port 
Authority." It is the duty of this organization to 
develop and improve the facilities of our harbor. One of 
their projects has been the building of the Fall River 
State Pier which has been completed to the point that boats 
may use it. This is a worth-while project in that new 
industries which might consider settling in Fall River 
would be interested in our harbor and the accompanying 
conveniences. 
Air transportation. One of our latest projects 
has been the development of a class III Municipal Airport. 
It has been made possible by a group of men known as the 
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"Airport Authority." They are now interested in developing 
business for it in order to make it a worth-while project. 
We hope that in time it will be used for freight as well as 
for passenger service. We feel that this is an added 
attraction to any new businesses that may consider settling 
in our city. 
Summary 
While Fall River has its problems, as any other city 
has, it is a fine place in which to live. Our Industrial 
Development Commission is trying to attract new industries, 
our Port Authority is improving our harbor, our transporta-
tion problems are being worked out, our Health Department 
is trying to perfect our present excellent record, our 
drinking water is especially pure, our schools offer a 
good education to our children, our city is well situated, 
we have beautiful scenery, and we enjoy cool summers and 
mild winters. Who could ask for a more pleasant or 
healthful place in which to live? 
===--o - ---- - -
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Suggested Activities for Chapter IV 
Cotton Industry 
1. Interview. Interview Mr. Lewis Morley of the 
Fall River Textile Manufacturers Association. Ask him the 
purpose of the -organization and his fu1ties. Be prepared 
to report to the class. 
2. Interview. Three groups of two students each 
might interview Mr. Morley of the Fall River Textile 
Manufacturers Association. Have the following questions in 
mind and any others you might like to ask. 
Group A 
a. What do you think was the major cause for 
the failure of the Fall River mills? 
b. What do you think were the less important 
reasons for the failure of our mills? 
c. What percent of the mills did we lose? 
Ask for the names of a few. 
Group B 
a. How great a difference is there today between 
the wages paid in t h e North and in the South? 
b. Why is there a difference in salary? 
Group C 
a. Have the mills in Fall River today tried to 
improve in any way? If so, how? 
b. Do our mills specialize in any particular 
type of cloth? 
:11_2 
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3. List. List the large cotton manufacturing plants 
in Fall River today. Find out, as nearly as possible, where 
these plants are located. Use the pamphlet, ! Citx of 
Industrial Opportunity, published by the Fall River Chamber 
of Commerce. 
4. Reading. Read in the Fall River Herald News of 
August 24, 1949 the article concerning the situation of the 
cotton mills in New England. What is the problem and the 
possible solution to the problem? 
5. Interview. A committee of three may interview 
Mr. Wimer of the Fall River Industrial Development 
Commission. This committee, with the help of the class, 
should previously have prepared a list of questions which 
it would like to have answered. They might ask the purpose 
of the organization, the duties of the chairman, and any 
achievements of which the group is proud. They may use the 
questions in activity two as a guide. Be prepared to report 
to the class. 
6. Interview. A committee of three might visit the 
Health Center of the International Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union at 304 South Main Street. Ask for the booklet, 
Opening the ~ to Health. Report to the class anything 
you learned about the Health Center. 
~ 
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7. Interview. Two students might visit the 
I. L. G. w. u. at 304 South Main Street and ask for their 
booklet, Home Town Union. After reading it, try to answer 
the following questions: 
a. How does the Union try to settle differences? 
b. What determines "price settlements"? 
c. What extra benefits does the Union offer its 
members? 
8. Oral report. Give a brief talk from your reading 
about the Firestone Rubber and Latex Company. Include 
information about its location, its war products, the 
products it makes now, and the importance of 1941. Use the 
pamphlet, ~ City of Industrial Opportunity, published by 
the Fall River Chamber of Con~erce. 
9. Reading committee. A committee might write to 
the public relations director of the Firestone Plant in 
Akron, Ohio. Ask to have a few copies of their pamphlet, 
Rubber, sent to your class. This booklet describes the 
· work done in the Firestone Plants. The chairman of the 
committee might assign students to read the various articles. 
Be ready to report to the class. 
10. List. Make a list of the manufacturing companies 
of Fall River which employ three hundred or more workers. 
Use The Industrial qitz of Southeast Massachusetts, 
distributed by the Fall River Chamber of Commerce. 
11. List. To prove that Fall River is now a 
diversified industrial city list some of the various 
products which are made here. Use The Industrial City of 
Southeast Massachusetts, distributed by the Fall River 
Chamber of Commerce. 
12. Oral report. Report to the class about the 
section of the city the Fall River Planning Board has 
suggested as a good site for new plants. State the 
advantages this site has to offer. Use The Industrial City 
of Southeast Massachusetts, distributed by the Fall River 
Chamber of Commerce. 
13. Reading. In the Fall River Herald News of 
January 11, 1951, read the front page article, '~imer is 
Named Industrial Agent". Find out for whom he will work 
and what will be expected of him. From the same article 
list some industrial advancements that have been made for 
the good of the city within the past year. 
14. Committee work. Form a committee to prepare an 
exhibit of the products manufactured in Fall River plants 
today. Since the aim of this exhibit is to illustrate the 
diversification of today's industry in Fall River, a wide 
variety of products should be displayed. 
II 
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Water Supply 
15. Visit. Visit the Water Works at 1620 Bedford 
Street and find out the purposes of the buildings that have 
been erected there. You may ask one of the officials for a 
very simple explanation as to how our water system operates. 
Be prepared to report to the class. 
16. Interview. A committee of two may visit 
~~. Matthew Sullivan, Acting Superintendent of the Water 
Department, at 1620 Bedford Street. You may like to inquire 
if the level of our pond is still as serious a problem as it 
was. Also, if there are any new suggestions as to how we 
could increase our water supply that he may be willing to 
explain them to you. Be prepared to report them to the 
class. 
17. Reading. Read the articles concerning our water 
supply printed in the Fall River Herald News on the follow-
ing dates: October 4, 5, 6, 7, and 9 of 1950. Be ready to 
report to the class the condition of the North Watuppa Pond 
on those dates. 
18. Reading. Read the front page ar'ticle concerning 
our water problem printed in the Fall River Herald News on 
October 25, 1950. Write a report explaining the seriousness 
of the situation and the suggestions made for meeting it. 
1_1_5 
19. Reading committee. A committee of three students 
might read the newspaper article which explains how the 
engineers proposed to dam the Copicut River. This article 
is found in the Fall River Herald News of September 21, 1950 
on pages 19 and 20. Write a report to be given before the 
class. (I would suggest this for the more able students.) 
20. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon in which you show one 
reason for our water shortage. Place a title on your 
cartoon. 
Schools 
21. Reading. Read the article on schools in the 
Fall River Herald News of November 27, 1950. What are the 
reasons that make our buildings a problem? What are some 
of the other school problems? Be ready to report to the 
class. 
22. Reading. Read the article on schools published 
in the Fall River Herald of November 28, 1950. Find what 
problem the shift in population has made. What has been 
suggested? Be ready to report to the class. 
23. Reading. Read the article on schools published 
in the October 9, 1950 issue of the Fall River Herald. 
From this article list some of the improvements made in our 
schools. Be ready to report to the class. 
:11_6 
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24. Reading. Read the article on schools in the 
Fall River Herald of November 20, 1950. What are the 
l ocations suggested for the new school? Report to the 
class. 
25. Visit. A committee might like to study the murals 
in the Technical Auditorium of the Durfee High School. Try 
to answer the following questions: 
a. How many are there? 
b. What story do they tell? 
c. Name the ones you recognize. 
d. What was your impression of them? 
26. Reading committee. A committee of two might like 
to read the History of Fall River in Murals in the 
"Durfee Hilltop" found at the Fall River .Public Library. 
Wri te a report for the class telling the .subject for each 
mural. 
27. Reading. Obtain, at the Administration Building, 
the pamphlet, Adult Education in the Fall River Public 
Schools. After reading this booklet write a class report 
stating the purposes of the Evening High School, the Diman 
Vocational Evening School, and the Adult Civic Education 
Classes. Mention some of the different courses one might 
study at evening school. 
28. Interview. A committee might like to interview 
I the Superintendent of Schools to obtain information 
I' 
\\ 
concerning the problems that face our schools at the present 
time. Before the interview prepare, with the help of your 
class, a set of good questions which you would like to have 
answered. You may use the questions in activity two as a 
guide. The chairman should read to the class the report 
that the committee has written. 
29. Reading. You may like to read about the life of 
Bradford M. c. Durfee and also about the period when 
Durfee High was called the Fall River High School. Read 
The Story of ! Memorial, a pamphlet, found in the Public 
Library. Write a report to be given before the class. 
30. Interview. Two students might like to interview 
an official at the Bradford Durfee Textile School in order 
to learn more about the school. Prepare a set of ques-
tions which you would like to have answered such as the 
purpose of the school today, courses offered, length of 
attendance, costs, and entrance requirements. Write a 
report for the class. 
Health 
31. Interview. A committee of three might visit the 
Health Department on Third Street and interview the person 
who has charge of the school nurses. You might like to 
inquire about their duties, the improvements in health that 
they have seen among our school children, and the 
1_1_8 
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improvements which they would like to see take place. 
Before the interview, work out a set of good questions. 
Report your findings to the class. 
32. Interview. Two students might interview the 
person in charge of the Tuberculosis Clinic at the Health 
Department on Third Street. Find out the work of the 
Department and report to the class. 
33. Reading. You might like to read the pamphlet, 
About Tuberculosis, found at the Health Department. Find 
the causes of the disease, how it is located and treated, 
and what is done to protect well people from contracting 
it. Report to the class. 
34. Interview. Visit Dr. Ledoux at the Health 
Department and find out how the health of Fall River citizens 
compares with the health of people in other cities our 
size. You may show the information you learned on a chart 
or graph in which you compare Fall River with other cities. 
35. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon showing your idea of 
the health conditions in Fall River. Place a title on your 
cartoon. 
Transportation 
36. Interview. A committee of three might interview 
Mr. Alfred Edwards at the Fall River Planning Board. Ask 
him the purpose ot: his board and the type of work which they 
----==~F===========================================================9F======== 
carry on. Prepare, with the help of the class, some 
questions which you would like to have answered. The 
questions in activity two may serve as a guide. Report 
your findings to the class. 
37. Interview. A student might inquire at the 
Plam~ing Board what the five immediate highway projects are 
within the city of Fall River and whether they have been 
completed. 
38. Interview. A student might inquire at the 
Planning Board what the four major highway projects are on 
the outskirts of the city. Find out if work has been started 
on these projects. 
39. Map work. On a large wall map of Fall River, 
trace in red the five immediate highway projects and in 
green the four major projects the City Planning Board 
suggests. To help you, obtain at the Planning Board the 
pamphlet, Industry and Transportation. 
40. Class discussion. The class might list some of 
the changes that have been made to keep traffic moving in 
our downt;own section. 
41. Special assignment. On a busy afternoon a group 
of students might observe the traffic at the Brightman Street 
Bridge. Try to decide why the traffic is often tied up 
there. Report to the class. 
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42. Cartoon. Draw a cartoon to show what you think 
is one phase of our traffic problem. Have a title for your 
cartoon. 
43. Picture. Draw a picture or cartoon giving one 
reason why you think Fall River is a good city in which to 
live. Have a title for your cartoon. 
Suggested Activities for Reviewing the Unit 
1. Travel talk. Prepare a short talk describing 
the interesting places in Fall River to which you would 
take an out of town visitor who is interested in history. 
2. How time flies. Construct a time line to show 
the important events in the history of Fall River. On a 
long sheet of wrapping paper draw a line down the middle. 
Beginning with 1500 divide this line into fifteen sections, 
letting each section represent thirty years. In the proper 
places along this line note the important events in the 
history of Fall River. 
3. Graph. Draw a line or bar graph showing how the 
population of Fall River has grown over a period of years. 
Draw bars representing every twenty years from 1810 to 1950. 
You may obtain your information in the History of Fall River 
by Henry M. Fenner, page 146. It is found in the 
Fall River Public Library. 
4. Quiz program. Let a committee of five, with one 
member serving as chairman, prepare twenty-five to fifty 
questions on the history of Fall River. With the chairman 
conducting the quiz program, the entire class will take 
part. If the class is unable to answer any question, the 
chairman will call on members of the committee. 
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5. Scrapbook. Make a scrapbook showing a picture 
or a drawing of all the public statues in Fall River. Give 
the history of each one as to when it was erected, by whom, 
and in whose memory. 
6. Baseball game for review. Choose two captains 
who in turn choose teams. All children should play. Each 
team chooses a name. An umpire, and two scorekeepers are 
appointed and the first, second, and third bases are 
located in the room. 
In this game of history baseball the teacher is the 
pitcher. She asks a question and the first person up to 
bat answers. If he answers correctly, the batter scores a 
hit, and goes to first base, and receives another question. 
If he answers this correctly, the batter goes to second 
base and so on around all the bases. Maybe he can make a 
home run. 
If he answers a question incorrectly, the batter 
stays on base and the same question is repeated for the 
next batter. If a question cannot be answered by a batter 
he is out. Three outs retire the side. 
When the new team comes up to bat, the same question 
that caused the third out is asked the first batter on the 
new team, and the game proceeds. 
Scorekeepers keep track of hits, runs, and outs. 
The umpire calls runs and outs. 
1_23 
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Suggested Test Items for Chapter IV 
Multiple Choice Questions 
Directions: In each of the following there is one statement 
which will complete the sentence correctly. 
Place a check mark next to the letter of that 
statement. 
1. In 1875 Fall River was 
a. one of the leading textile manufacturing cities 
in the country. 
I b. the leading textile manufacturing city in the 
country. 
c. one of the leading textile manufacturing cities 
in New England. 
d. important as a leading rayon manufacturing city. 
2. The automatic Northrop loom was 
a. well accepted in the North. 
b. poorly accepted by Southern owners, at first. 
I c. well accepted in the South. 
d. well accepted by both the North and the South. 
3. One of the greatest mistakes of the Fall River mills 
was their failure to 
a. lower the prices on their manufactured goods. 
b. allow new industries to come into the city. 
c. pay the mill help more money. 
I d. buy the· new automatic machinery. 
-~ -:.~- ------- -=----:~=---~-~ - ·- ··--- - . 
4. In our Fall River mills today we make 
a. only cotton cloth. 
I b. not only cotton but all types of i tams for which 
there is a demand. 
c. only cotton and rayon cloth. 
d. only the items that are demanded in Fall River. 
5. The purpose of the Industrial Development Commission is to 
I a. interest heavy industries in settling in 
Fall River. 
b. see that new industries that enter the city fit 
into our plan. 
c. interest as many new sewing shops as possible in 
settling here. 
d. discourage certain industries from settling here. 
6. The suggestion which was made to increase our water 
supply was not accepted because 
a. the men on the Water Board could not agree among 
themselves. 
b. a second suggestion was made which seemed to be 
better. 
I . c. it was found to be very costly. 
d. the pond had risen so that it was not necessary. 
7. In general, the health of the public in Fall River may 
be considered 
a. excellent. 
b. fair with a great deal to be accomplished. 
I c. very good, though there is always some room for 
improvement. 
d. poor. 
~~~-- ·------- . - - --
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8. Which of the following is the greatest problem in our 
school system today? 
I a. building of new schools in those sections where 
our population has increased. 
b. obtaining of enough supplies for our schools. 
c. keeping the enrollment from dropping. 
d. improving the health of our students. 
9. At times there is congestion in our business center 
because 
a. our police are not alert in enforcing the traffic 
rules. 
b. our police do not keep the traffic moving. 
I c. many of the cars just passing through Fall River 
go through the business section. 
d. we do not have enough one-way streets. 
10. The International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union will 
take into its organization 
a. only women. 
b. only women who work on ladies' garments. 
c. only women who sell ladies' garments. 
I d. men and women who work on ladies' garments. 
11. The murals in the Technical Auditorium show 
a. the history of the cotton industry in Fall River. 
I b. scenes from important periods in the history of 
Fall River. 
c. the life of Bradford M. c. Durfee. 
d. the history of the Wampanoag Indians. 
-=---=--=-==· 
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12. The most important reason for the reduction of our 
water supply is 
I a. the lack of rainfall in this vicinity. 
b. the greater use of water by our mills. 
c. failure to pump water from the South Watuppa. 
d. great evaporation of water by the sun. 
Completion Questions 
Directions: Form complete sentences by filling in the blanks 
below with the correct words. More than one 
word may be necessary. 
1. The lady who gave the B. M. C. Durfee High School 
Building to the city was ______ M_r_s __ M_a_r_y~_Y_o_u_n~g~-----· 
2. The initials of B. M. c. Durfee stand for 
Bradford Matthew Chaloner Durfee. 
3. The idea of having many different articles manufactured 
in the same city is called 
______ d_i~v_e_r~s~i~f~i~c~a~t~i~o~n~----· 
4. Though we still manufacture cotton here, Fall River is 
becoming widely known for its garment 
industry. 
5. If a student attends Bradford Durfee Textile School, he 
may now work toward a __________ d_e __ g_r_e_e ___________ • 
6. The Superintendent who is trying to make our schools the 
finest in this section is 
_________ M~r~·~L~y-n~c~h~-------· 
7. The man who painted the murals in the Technical 
Auditorium is Mr. John Mann • 
---------------------------
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Matching Question 
You are to match the items in the right column 
with the items which correspond to them in the 
left column. Take the numbers of these items 
in the right column and place them next to the 
items they match in the left column. 
5 1. Mr. Bruce Wimer. 1. Traffic Commissioner. 
4 2. Mr. Matthew Sullivan. 
6 3. Miss Sarah Brayton. 
2 4. Mr. Alfred Edwards. 
7 5. Mr. Lewis Morley. 
2. Fall River Planning Board. 
3. Director of the 
Tuberculosis Clinic. 
4. Acting Superintendent of 
the Water Works. 
5. Agent for the Industrial 
Development Commission. 
6. Gave .land for the 
Bradford Durfee Textile 
School. 
7. Director of the Textile 
Manufacturers Association. 
8. Chairman of the Port 
Authority. 
9. Superintendent of Schools. 
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